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HE Author of the following Treatiſe was 
1a great lover of truth, and one wo 
would have been highly preferred in the Church 
of Rome, could he Tame diſpegſed with her 

Son's profitable fin of lying and equivocation, . In 
his time he was looked upon as a man. intelli- 
gent and ſagacious, yet of a meek and modeſt 
temper; one who valued truth ſo much, and 

the world ſo little, that all that knew him could 
do no leſs than approve and applaud his writ- 
ings before they read them; and indeed, as to 
proving that there was a woman called Joan, 
who was Pope of Rome, he has a cloud of wit- 
neſſes to avouch the truth of it, and not a Pro- 
teſtant among them, but all eminent pontifical 
writers, (Propugnacula Romans Eccleſiæ) whole 
works he laboriouſly ſearched, and has quoted 
faithfully ; in which quotatjons you will find ſe- 
veral men of note in the Romiſh Church have 
acknowledged, that there was a woman pope, 
and ſeveral to this day, to their own ſhame and 
confuſion, muſt confeſs the truth of the ſtory. 
You-mult not expett a tenth part of this lady 
errant s {079 in this ſmall traQt; it is very pro- 
bable, that a woman of ſuch eminent learning 
and excellent parts, as ſhe was endowed with, 
„ A 2 e 


5 


8 . 
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muſt have performed many memorable ations 
in the world, beſides what are contained in her 
laſcivious ramble with her gallant to the city of 
Athens, and from thenee to Nome, in which 


place ſhe: behaved herſelf in all reſpects in 


maſculine apparel, like a learned and holy man, 
till female frailty diſgraced her papal dignity with 
a baſtard, of which ſhe was ſhamefully deliver- 
ed in the open ſtreet, as ſhe was going in ro- 
ceflion, and both died inftantly. 

This fact remained unq; {oth for abbve 
x hundretl years; butt ſince, through the cun- 
ting craſtineſs of thoſe Who lie in 8 to de- 
reive; through the incredulity, or either the 
inattentibn of indldlent, eaſy, lükewafm, ot 
Wavering Proteſtants, this ſtory has become tiiat- 

er of bolt fo much as &ven by delifning 


exehets to be repreſented as fabutods; it is pre- 


Turned, that the following inveſtigation of dt 
vutmſtantes and facts, Wade to that Kingulat 
and extraordinary event, may not he thou 


alte cher W or, at this ſeaſon; une. 
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POPE Joan Ke. 


COHN ENGLISH, or Pope: . as 0 
may read in Platina's Lives of the Popes, 
pas born of Engliſi parents, at a place called 
ee in Germany, who concealing her ſex in 
a maſcüline habit, being a young woman, tra- 
velled with a man of ſingular learning to Athens, 


whom ſhe infinitely loved for his ſingular abili- 
e having 4 ſufficient ingenuity to qualify her 


for a Judge i in that particular. Such was her 
thirſt for knowledge, that for ſome time ſhe 


wholly baniſhed her thoughts from every thing 


that had the leaſt appearance of what was 
Tepſyal, and applying herſelf ſolely to her ſtudy, | 
in a litile time ſhe lo improved herſelf in all 
Arts and Sciences, by converſing-. with the 
learned of thoſe times, and with the aſſiſtance 
of her Ho leſs learned companion, that in Phi- 
Joſophy ſhe had few equals; and a While after 
coming to Rome, in Theology ſhe had as few 
ſuperiors. By her indefatigable application and 
kill in Controverſy, ſhe ſoon obtained ſo much 
288 -will and credit amongſt all forts of per- 
ons, that ſhe was not only cried up for a great 


wit, but a man of unexampled holineſs and 


0 which high eſtimation of bes became ſo 
A'S * uncon- 
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uncontroulably general even among the learned 
of thoſe times, that Leo the IVth dying, by the 
conſent of all, as Martinus faith, ſhe was choſen 
Pope. Being hardly warm in her papal ſeat, 
her piety gave place to her concupiſcence, in- 


ſomuch, that admitting either her learned fel- 
low- traveller, or one of her menials, as ſome 


imagine, into her looſe embraces, ſhe con- 
ceived with child, and as ſhe grew bigger, every 


day deviſed new inventions to conceal her 
pregnancy, ſo ſubtilely contrived, that this 


growing infamy was known to none but to him 


that was the cauſe of it. But unfortunately for 
her, not dreaming that her time approached fo 
near, as ſhe was going from the Vatican to St. 
John's of Laleran in proceſſion, between Nero's 
Coloſſes and St. Clement's, ſhe fell in labour, 
and was delivered of a ſon, and died in that 
very place, having ſat as Pope, two years one 
month and four days, and was buried without 
the leaſt honour and folemaity, . 
Jacobus Bergomenſes differs little in opinion 
from the aforeſaid relation, a man whom Tri- 
_ 'themaus (Lib. de Eccleſiaſticis Scriptoribus) ap- 
plauds for being well read in ſcripture, a famous 
Hiſtoriographer, and one that was wiſe, elo- 
uent, and of a good life and converſation, and 
therefore we may credit ſuch a perſon, who 
ſays, * Fohannes Septimus Papa, &c. © Fohn the 
« VIIth, by parents Engliſi, was created Pope, 


next after Leo, and fat two years five months; 
« they ſay this was a woman, and that ſhe went 


very young out of Athens, with a learned 


9 4 Supplement, Chron. lib. 11. ad Anno 8 58. | Impre/. 
Feneris, Anno 1486. EM ; ny 


« man 


r EY _ 
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ing, (whilſt the perſon to be conſecrated ſet 
on a cloſe-ſtool) that he was a man,” | 


l 


OF POPE JOAN. T 


* » 


man that was in love with her; and. that 


thereby hearing good profeſſors, ſhe profited 
ſo much, that coming to Rome, ſhe had few 


like her in divinity. Whereupon by her 


reading, diſputing, preaching and praying, 
ſhe got herſelf ſo much favour, that upon 


.«« Leo's death, ſhe was choſen Pope in his room, 


as many men ſay by common conſent; but 
it ſo fell out, that a while after, ſhe was got 


with child by one of her acquaintance, and 
was delivered thereof in the time of her 
papacy; for going from the Vatican to St. 


John Laterans in proceſſion, between the 
Colgſſes and St. Clement's, . | 
ſeized her ere ſhe was aware, and was deli- 


vered in the high-ſtreet without the help of 


any midwife ; but ſhe died preſently, and 


was buried without the leaſt ſolemnity in the 


ſame place, with her bantling lying by her. 
Now, in deteſtation of ſo foul a fact, and for 
the continuing the memory of ſo lewd” an 


action, the Popes to this day, when they go 


in proceſſion, to ſhew their diſlike to the 
place of her travail, which was in the midſt 
of her way, forſaking it, do turn into by- 
lanes and by-ſtreets, till they have left that 
behind them, and then returning into the 
ſame ſtreet again, they go forward with their 


proceſſion. And for avoiding the like miſ- 
chief for the future, it was decreed, that 


none ſhould be conſecrated Pope before the 
youngeſt Cardinal Deacon had tried by touch- 
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Nm 
5 am not ignorant how incredible Wis ory 


appears' to the Romanifts, and ho 5 8 7 and 


ridiculous ſome have endeavoured to P it 


by their ſophiſtry and forgery ; which 35 — 
pre race we need not wonder - at, if we conlider 


ow cu ſtomary it is for them 10 avow manifeſt 


Untruths, and deny known truths; eſpecially _=_— 


they produce any, — MOM tot eir perſuaſion ; 
which is as ealy to prove, as to oOhject 
ien them, which though it may be demon- 
40 by divers particulars, biz. by arſons 
Biſhop 12 1 that they call the Pope 

1 Lor cllarmin denying that 
any Jeſuit, 52 55 and. in the Gunpowder 


18 By their general denying that Pope 


onorius the Firſt. was an Heretick, Oc. Vet 
moſt apparently their impüdence appears, in 
denying the report of a Joan that was a guondam 
Pope of Rome; which 1 ſhall endeavour. to 


prove by a- cloud ok witneſſes, not any of our 
own, brethren, but the Tons of the Romiſh 
Quurech, which purpoſely. I have done for the 


reater confirmation of my, arguments; for as 


55 ſays, &« That is A ſtrang proof Which | 


“is wrung out of the Adverſary, When the 
be enemies of truth are driven to bear witneſs 


0 unto the truth.” And as another, Amici 
inimici pro inimico invincibile 


5 tra amicum 6 
te ors anc eſt.” Which ſounds thus, as Leons 


ceive; the teſtimony of a Papiſt againſt a Papiſt, 


an the teſtimony of a Papitt for a Proteſtant, is 5 


without exception. If I have siven an impar- 


tial and true account of t is Joan, the e 


* Vives de Ina. probabilitatis, 


Pope, 


©. N * hs 
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5 then, have the Romanift lay. aſide all preju 
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0 7 POPE 1 9 

t 75 

i ps, Hanffetly. pfoving "thexe was ſuch a ue 
ſon hg fat 3 in the, Papacy, and died Do 


wick infamy againſt the ſurmiſes and objections 


made to! t Es contraty. by y Robert Bellarmin and 


Color Batonius, Se e - Herd- 
22 unde rs, Cope, G ebrardl, .: ernariy Hori- 
mondus, Papirius, f 0 Parſons, Kc. would 


and bear witneſs with me; but if. he. can bei 
more folid' argiinehts to be contrary, 2 8 
ready to be eonvincgd, being ien earn 
of hint, if he can better infor my zudgme 
St. 2 Hin did, of Tychoni 20 th Aer erftic. * 
conclude my Frog num with. all © ingar DE: Io» a 
fels,” that though it may be OT from | 
ian, the Jeſuit, pray "he Pa chere ane 
eaven cannot-hold them a I Rod | 
+ Coſter with-ftr angely, that hoc dar 
with the Devil 10A Ul eternity, if any of. us Ja 
faved; yet their and fee gel iſ 
towards, us from time e to time; gau el elly EEE 
ed, mall work no ſuch effe in me; 554 on 
the contrary, I willy. them well, and call con- 
Rantly pray for the welfare of their. ſouls,;, that 
they may. have. eyes to ſee FE dub, and candour 
to acknowledge; eee done 
Give me leave now. to come to the, dee of 
this HAmdus Hiſtory of Pape Jaan; zan 
way, methinks I. hear ſome, opinionative ohſt 


BE. Romaniſt fay, that. the Whole Stony 


e. Joan, is a mere fable, a "ridiculous fi tion, 
af fo known! to the more learned ſort of. Pro- 
teftants among us; but that we will not leave 

„Ib. 2. Retract. cap. 18. 1 Neſß⸗ d Rerutat. 


Lucæ Oflandri Propoſit. 8, pag. ult. 
deluding 


r 
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14 10 THE LIFE AND DEATH 1 
| j | deluding the ; world : with it, far want of other 9 
— matters; beſides that, there are ſo many impro- 1 
| babilities and moral impoſſibilities in this tale, 4 
} as ho man of any judgment, diſcretion, or com- 4 
| mon ſenſe; will give credit thereto, but will 


eaſily: ſee the vanity thereof. In a word, fays 
one , he was a knave that invented it, and he 
is a fool that believes it, eſpecially if he com- 
' pares it with what is written on the ſame ſubject 
5 in Germany, by Charanza in Spain, 
by Omphrius, Bellarmin and Baronius in 1taly, 
by Tarianus and Bernartius in Belgia, by Pon- 
tacus in Aguitania, by Genebrard and Papyrius, 
* .-Mafſonus in France, by Saunders, Cope, Harding, 
Father Parſons, and others, which were Engliſh 
I To all thofe particulars, and what elſe hath 
been objeRted, to prove the nullity of this hiſ- 
tory, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer and refute as 
.mildly as the ſubject will permit. And firſt, 
did it not paſs for current, ſans contradittion 
till within fomewhat more than a century of 
years, viz. till the year 1566, that Onuphriue, 
the Friar; began to boggle at it? He was the 
firſt that ever by reaſon endeavoured to diſ- 
credit the report, and yet confeſſes that many 
worthy men, as well as vulgar, believed it for a 
truth. And if the teſtimony of a multiplicity | 
of Roman Authors be thought inadequate, what 
will they fay to that image of this female Pope, 
which was placed amongſt thoſe of the other 
Roman Pontiffs in the famous Church of Sienna, 
which the Biſhop of that place would not ſuffer 


. . * Ferngrting de utilitate legenda hiſt. lib, 2, p. 105 · 
6 7 28 n | — = e . to 
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to be defaced at the laſt repairing: of that 
church. though ſtrenuouſſy urged to it by the 
Jeſuits? Add tô this, that Biſhop Burnet in his 
Travels tells us of another ſtatue of Pope Juan, 
- which he ſaw at Bologna. In the great ſquare 
e before St. Petrone's Church, (ſaith he) on 
the one fide of which is the Legate's palace, 
40 among other ſtatues one ſurprized me much, 
* which-is Pope Joan's, which is ſo named by 
4 the people of the town. It is true te ann 
s ed ſay it is the ſtatue of Pope Nicholas IV. 
« who had indeed a youthly and womaniſi face. 
* But as I looked at this ſtatue very attentive- 
«.1y, through a little profpet-glaſs-that-I\.car- - 
* ried with me, it appeared plainly to have the 
e face of a young woman, and was very unlike 
.< that of Pope Nicholas IV. which is in St. Mary 
« Maggiore at Rome: for the ſtatue of that Pope, 
-< though it hath no beard, yet hath an age in 
it that is very different from the ſtatue at 
Beſides, was there not made of old, for fear 
of ſuch like cheats and abuſes; a ſtool of eaſe- 
ment, on which Popes ſat at their inauguration, 
for proof of their virility? Was there not a 5 
marble image ſet up as a monument therebf, in = 
the place where ſhe miſcarried, via. in oe of 2 
the chief ſtreets in Rome; which monument was 
likewiſe to be ſeen no longer ago than in the 
time of Pius the Fifth? Laſtly, is it hot written 
by men of their own perſuaſion, that all Popes 
when they go in proceſſion, in deteſtation f that 
aft, go further about ? To this the Romaniſts an- 
ſwer, it is not ſo much in deteſtation of any | 


fuch ſuppoſed fa; that they leave "the Rraight | 


and 
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- ant] nearer y tothe Laterun Church, but be- 
«cauſe that ſtreet is a narrow winding ſtreet, and 
In chat reſpect unfit for ſo great a train as ac- 
—— the Pope to pals orderly through, as 
- Bellaimin, and Remondus, have ob- 
#erved. / But if it be true what Phalippus Ber- 
quay tony) "regiſtered, this obſervation is falſe, 
-60:0m7J/0 (faith he) ſpeaking of the Popes turn- 
ing dur of that place of the ſtreet Wherein Ma- 
dam Juan was delivered without the benefit of 
.a wurm bed, midwife, nurſe, or caudle to com- 
Fort her, Deviinat: gt rn vicqſue, & fic 
Tov deteftabiii poder guuto vrintruntes, iter perfectunt ; 
-Jeaving che way, they turn into by-lanes and 
By FHeets; and as ſocm as they are beyond that 
Aeteſtabie place, they turn into their way again, 
and. ſo 13 the perfedting their procefſion. 
Now, if upon cheir leaving that ſtreet, they 
enter into by-lanes, c. and having ꝓaſt that 
-odious. iplace, they turn in again; the reaſon 


why they leave that ſtrect cannot be becauſe it 


4s/harfow-andowihding/in and out, far:doubtleſs 
*thefe Þydanes are as narrow. And by.jthieir 
terning out and! returning into the ſame vl 
again, they wind as often in amd nut as if they 
vent along tirrough the ſame ſtreet, though it 
were very vrdoked. In confirmation »whereot 
+ ate, uo ilknow Rome very woll, : and was 
atefirous-enough. ab chver the Pope s naked ſs 
herein, as much as he could with ;hoveſty, con- 
Sten that his probable enaugh:'; | i 1 
As tothe marble, mage erated, an ;poxpctuns; 
de wenne, I Thoodorious de Mien, who was 
In 8s © meas Chroned. Auu. 158. + De 3 in 


via Johns 4+ Lib. «te privilaghs &. juribus Lmperii ol 
Rm, 4 or- 


:@r1POPE JOA Ne 13 


formerly a ſecretary to a Fope, fays, adlut vetus 
murmorta illic poſita Aguratius monſirat tos 
Jaffum; - unto this day an old marble image, ere. 


ed in thiat place, ſheweth the matter under a 
figure. Here the Romaniſts have recourſe to a 
any: Hoy acknowledging there was: ſuch 


ſtender e 
aà ſtatue, but it reſembled not in the leaſt a wo- 
man lying in, nor was the boy, like a child in 

emen. but like one ↄf ſore years. 
This exception is to little purpoſe, for that 
was an ignorant, literate, and unſkilſul age, 
havint- perhaps bad ne more ſkill in, ſtatuary, 
carving, or painting, than they had, whom lian 
mentions, ho were forced to write over or un- 
der their pictures, this is a bull, kbis an horſe, 
and this a tree. Ancas Syluius pointing to a 
more ingenious time than that of Pope Jaa, 
oondemns the paintem and carvers thereof fax 
notorious: bunglers; thus, ue coulu take: u 
vitꝛu / graved or painted images made two or thres 
hundred yrurs age, you would find them pourtrayed 
not like mn, but; monſters, #nd-ihobgoblans ; ſuch an 
_ artiſt probably had the handling of Pope Faan's 
ſtatue: however, as ill moulded as it was, Pius 
Quintus thought as it ſtopd, that it difcoyered 
more \than:he-willingly would: have known, and 
therefore removed it, and caſt it into the vue 


e. not Hechuſe it diſgraced-the ſtreet, but 
en 


am illius aboleret, that he might extin- 


guiſh the memory, of that ſhameful event; and 
this: is mot only wirneſſed by travellers, that were 
in Rome, but by Elias“ Haſſenmuller, we". a 
| member of the fiery order of JefAPᷓxt 


* Hittoria 700. tie? Oda, cap. 4. de 7 1 
bd 8 Matre. 
Belur- 


1 
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Bellarmin in lib, de Rom. Pontiſ. will not allow 
of this fool of eaſement; for, ſays he, of a ſtool 
of caſement to try the Pope's ſex, there is no 
where any mention, Onuphrius averring that 
it is but an idle conceit of idle people; yet 
Philippus Bergomenſs, a man of or, - . 
and eſteem in his time, (as Trit ſic tte 
records it as an undeniable truth, that there 
was ſuch a thing; for upon mention made of 
Pope Foer's ſtory, he ſays, for avoiding like 
error for the future, it was decreed that no man 
ſhould be held for Pope, till the youngeſt Car- 
dinal Deacon had found by trial, while he ſat 
upon a ſtool of eafement, that he was a man; 
which is likewiſe teſtified by“ Laonicus Chalcho- 
condilas; for upon relation of that event, he 
thus proceeds, Qua propter ne decipiantur iterum; 
that. is, left they ſhould be deceived again, 
they make proof of the Pope's manhood by 
feeling; and he that feels, makes it known by 
crying, Our Lord and Maſter is a Man. And 
Sabellinus writing the ſame matter, ſays, There 
is to be ſeen at this day, in the Pope's palace, a 
marble chair, wherein the new Pope preſently upon 
Bis election is-/et down ;"that as be fits; the loweſt 
Deacon may make trial F his manhood by touch- 
As much may be read in William Brewin, 
who lived in the year 1470; for in + Capella 
Seaboatoris (faith he) In the chapel of our Savi- 
our,” there are two or more marble chairs with 
De rebus Turcicis, lib. 6. pag. 98. + Wilhelmus 
Brewin in Codice Manuſcripte de 7. Eccleſis principii 
Err ˙ » 
e Boles 
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boles in them, wwherein (as I beard) there they 
make proof whether the Pope be a man or no. 
The Romaniſts confeſs there is ſuch a chair, 
but never intended for the uſe afore recited ;. for 
(ay they) he fits not therein in a corner, but in 
the great Church of St. John Lateran, where a 
vaſt concourſe of people come to ſee him; where 
he is attended by the whole College of Cardi- 
nals, with many Embaſſadors of Kings and 
Princes; . whereas a cloſer place was fitter. for 
that purpoſe, and they might more convenient- 
ly have made trial of his manhood in the Con- 
clave, wherein he was choſen, and ſo they did 
it ſeems; for preſently upon their electing of 
him, before Tx proclaimed him Pope, they 
ſate him in a chair in their Conclave, as you 
may read in the book of holy ceremonies, dedicated 
to Leo the Tenth, whereby you may ſee how idly- 
* Bellarmin talks, (if I may be ſo bold to ſpeak- 
ſo of ſo great a Cardinal) who taking upon him 
to clear the point, never ſpeaks of his ſitting in 
the cbair in the Conclave, but only of his tie. 
ting in other chairs at St. John Lateran, as though 
he had been chaired only publickly, and not in 
private, and that he himſelf had ſaid ſuificiently 
to the point in queſtion, by proving, that in 
publick there was no ſuch concluſion tried with 
the Pope; whereas the concluſion was tried in 
ſecret. Now, ſhould you aſk the queſtion of 
any of them to what end does he ſit in ſuch. a 
chair in publick, the reply will be, That thereby 
he may be put in mind, that he is not God hut Man: 
inaſmuch as he ſtands in need of a cloſe-/tool as well 


ys Lib. 3. de Rom. Pont. cap. 24. yo + 


inter. ver 
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as ol ers; E fors Florimondus: and indeed he 
bath need to be put in ming, thereof. For 
though ſome Potts de it Tue vo yet 
there have been Pop by ara afites, * (2: : 
rick plain terms callel the Pope (as St. 7 
e Chrift, Joh, xx. 28.) their Ford f 
; and t ere are ſtill ſuch, who giye h 
den titles as are due to God: alone, 754 
Bod of ſome p art of his power, to beſtoy it 4 
Hun. 507 2 leton rancip. fid, doctrin. prefat. 
ad Greg. Prins h dew; # terrig Numen, 
ut 775 10 igbt be up the eceſſitjes 9 
ture would have Fw 5s 95 reming bim of his 
nter thüs Aaligonus the, eldex (as 3 Phi: | 
tareh relates) he EONVIRceS hat be. Was a 


and not a Cod. \ Beſides, th 7 Ex: ſhould nat. ; hays 
* 


intended ſuch a 'm yſtery by ſuch a ceremony; 
becaufe they f fet 1155 therein before he was 
Pony ficalibus. & tor till he, be mitred, till he. 52 


_ crowned, till he haye received: the keys, wherer 


by is denoted his power; to bind and. looſe ; F008 

Tod, whereby 18 Lignified his W end to | 

there. ſhould be no fear of To er Aon f 

Again, Had it not been Dee. 

at any. fuch mark, to” have cauſect a 1 0 5 to come | 

eyery morning unto the P 8 chamber door 
fter the example « of Phaligy Ki Ng of, 1 5 
we ſhould have Yin 15 out. 105 Nis 3 


8 48 


* N. D. bs Bis REY I $3 Fr. W * OR) 

fs PAR: fol. 30, and Gloſi on Qhnon-Low, c. cum 
Declaramus. extrav. de verb. ſignif. 55 Part. 

2. Moral. lib. de Ide & Oſiride. bo ey. _ 

F what- 


whatever may affift. the continuance of the me- 
mory of this Pope Joan; for as Pius Quintus 
threw imo Tyber her. marble image which ſtood 
in the ſtieet where ſhe was delivered; ſo Clement 
the Eighth, by the perſuaſion of Cardinal Ba- 
ronius, would have defaced her image in the 
Church of Sienna: now if the preſent Pope will 
by burn all the books too which are writ of 
ope Joan, all evidences then will be totally 
bel it would be eaſy for them to prove, that 
there was never ſuch a Pontiſical Woman. Ay, 
but (ſays the Papiſt) what if her image had 
ſtood fAlill 2 Is there any reaſon, that we are 
thereby bound to believe there was fuch a Pope ; 
if we believe Painters: and Carvers, we ſhould 
make fine work indeed; and fo we ſhall, indeed, 
if we believe their Painters and Carvers ; for 
we. find the Trinity painted by them in the like- | 
neſs of a man with three faces; ſometimes like 
a man with two heads having a Dove between 
them; both: which faſhions: of painting the 
Trinity is monſtrous even in * Bellarmiu s opi- 
nion. We find our Saviour CHRIS ＋ painted 
with long hair, as though he had been a Naza- 
rite by vow, which conceit is controuled by tf. 
holy writ. We find him ſet on a weather-cock 
on the top of the Temple of Jeruſalem, as though 
the Temple had a fpire-ſfteeple: like ours, which 
is falfe. We find the Virgin Mary treading on 
the Serpent's head, which the ſcriptures fore- 
told CHRIST himſelf mould do. We find hen 
richly appareiled in a-gown of wrought gold: 
Lib. 2. de Imag. cap. 9. + For Nazarire muſt 
drink no wine, Numb. yi. 3. yet our Saviour 2 Matth. 


xi. N and xxvi. 29. 1 
B * ercas, 
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whereas, queſtionteſs her habit was very mean 
and ordinary; and with a pair of beads in her 
hand; whereas a thouſand years after Chriſt, 
deads were not uſed throughout the world. 
Beſides, their Painters recommend to us a Saint 
on Horſeback, whom they cal! George, and ano- 
ther on foot, as big as a Giant, whom they call 
Chriſtopher, and a She-Saint broken on a wheel, 
whom they call Catharine, and a fourth drawn 
in pieces by horſes, nick-named Hippolilus: : 
whereas in all antiquity there is no mention 
made of any ſuch Saints. Therefore, we have 
no reaſon barely to believe painting and cary- 


ing; but if book- proof or tradition concur. with 


them, we may give ſome credit to them. Hel- 
larmin himſelf is of the opinion, That there can 
he no error in ſubſtance, as long as (befides book- 
proof). there are monuments of ſtone or of braſs for 
the prog, of any antient report. Thus, if he 
peaks the words of truth, the truth is with us; 
for, beſides the monuments of ſtone, we have 


the teſtimonies of many. authentic writers; a- 


mongſt whom, Charanza, | a Spaniard, who, 
Florimondus ſays, diſproved the ſtory of Pope 
Joan before he undertook the:taſk himſelf; but 


theſe are his words, f Johannes VIII. Papa 


10g. fub Petro ſedit An. 2. Menf. 1. Dies 4. de 
boc ferunt, quod malis artibus Pontificatum adep- 
tus oft, guoniam cum efet famina, ſexum mentitus 
eft ; & poſtea à ſervo compreſſa,. doloribus cir- 
cumventa, mortua eft > In Engliſh: thus, John 
* the eighth Pope of thas name, and the iogth 
i Pope from St. Peter, ſat two years one month 
e Rom. Pont. cap. 11. + In Sum. Conc. 
P- 721 Edit. Paris, 1564. e 
four 
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four days. They report of this perſon, that 
« he got the Papacy by evil means, becauſe 
he feigded himſelf to be a man, whereas i in 
e truth he was a woman, who being afterwards 
© begot with child by one of her ſervants, fell 
e jn travail, and died therein.” 

* Kirantius, who is recommended by W 
for a famous Hiſtoriographer, and one that writ 
before Lutber's time, and is therefore the leſs 
to be ſuſpected for partiality, ſays thus, Jobannes 
0 licus ex Maguntia mulier, mentita ſextum, &c. 

John Engliſh, a woman of Mentz, diſſembled 
«-her ſex, and being of a quick wit, and volu- 
te ple tongue, and one that could talk ſcholaſti- 
© cally, ſhe won the hearts of all men, fo that 
« ſhe arrived to the dignity of Pope, no man 
“knowing any other but ſhe was a man, fave 
one of her ſervants, who afterwards got her 
« with child: they ſay ſhe was delivered near 
the Colofles, before ſhe had fat two years 
e | 

Mantuan, who is bennett by 7 vithemins 
for an excellent Theologiſt, a knowing Philo- 
fopher, and a famous Poet, the only man in all 
Tay in his time, hath this ſtory in his deſcrip- 
tion of Hell; and deſcribing what manner of 


perſons Were there, he AT, 


7 


A, 
py 


Hlic pendebat adbuc n mentita ee 1 
Fæmina, cui triplici Phrygiam diademate, mitram | 


Extollebat ayer & pontificalis adulter. 


Here hangs a woman, once who paſt fer A 
Who truckt for breeches, petticoats, and fan. 


' * Mitrop. I. 2. Edit. Colon. 1574. & Francof. 1590. | 
B 2 By 
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| By her great parte, pe gain'd with much renotun, 

The Phrygian mitre, with the triple crown. . 
Here hangs that Lecher too, by whom tis ſaid, 
The Woman Pope did loſe her maidenhead, | 

And in the Rtreet je ans e brought to-bed. 


Acbilles Gaſſarus, in his Epitome of all Hit. 
tories and Chronicles, collected out of the beſt 
Hiſtoriographers, writes thus, * John the Eighth, 
by Country Englifh, & calling a Pope, yet by 
er a woman, ſat ſhamefully as Pape two years 
and ſix months. 

_ Raviſus Textor, in bis Oficina, writes. thus, 
Scitum ex Chronigis, Sc. It is a thing, well 
« known by the Chronicles, and written, by qus 
* anceſtors, that John Engliſi, from her youth 
upward, deported herſelf. in every reſpect 
like a man, and at length, by 1 know. not 
what. deſtiny, certainly. by very great for- 
tune, ſhe became Pope, and. ſat about two 
years aſter Leo the Fourth, and nob knew 
this fallacy and deceit till ſhe was with child 
by one of her menial ſervants, and delivered 
thereof: and f Fulgoſus, who was a noble 


5 of, K 2 2 


and learned man, and ſometimes Duke, / Cenoa, 
affirms the ſame ſtory for a truth, ſaying, hat 


ohn the. Eighth, we * ul aucb to. be. 2 
WOMAN. , 

Laziardus is of this ſame opinion: fois Hart- 
mannus Sthedel, a Doctor of Phyſic, yet not 
ignorant of holy Scriptures, nor atheiſtically 
inclined, yet by Florzmondus,. he is aceuſed for 


being one of the- brood.of the Hufſites,.. and lived 


* Achilles Baffarus, in Epit. Hift. Sr. Antwerp, 1536. 


+ Ne dictis factiqque_memorabifibus, BY 8 
Tit. de fœminis quæ doctrina excel. STE 5 
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2 Anno 1440, f. 252: 
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in Nuremberg when that city was, infetted with 
Huſje's Hereſy, and therefore would fain per- 
ſuade his party that no credit is to be given to 
him, becauſe whatever he writ concerning the 
Popedom of Jonn the Woman was partial. In 
anſwer to this, I rather believe Florimondus to 
be one of the brood of abominable liars; for 
Harimannus Schedel, born in Nuremberg, was 
Student in Padua, where he was created 
Dodtor of Phyſic by the great Malthiolus ; and 
he vas fo far from Huſſe's opinion, that in the 
ſame book quoted in the margin, he hath in- 
ſerted one whole chapter about the Hereſy of 
the Huſſites, and their original. Volateran, 
an Hiſtoriographer of good note, makes no 
doubt of the reality of this ſtory ; and Trithe- 
mius, Avbot of St. Martin's Monaſtery in Span- 
heim, a reverend, well read, and very learned 
man writes thus, In the ſame year that Pope 
Leo died, John Engliſh Tae for two years 
and frve months, Now, ſome: ſay ſhe was a wo- 
man, and that ſhe was known fo to be but to 
one only, who was her ſervant, by whom at 
length the became pregnant, and was delivered 
in the open ſtreet. For this caufe ſome would 
not reckon her among the number of Popes, 
_ diſliking this villainous action: with whom, in 
matter of fact, correſponds Sabellicus, àa man 
7 of great eſteem in Venice, yea the moſt ſamous 
in his time for all manner of learning; of whoſe 
* Ego Hart. Schedel, Doctor Patavinus, Ec. | circa 
F Anthropologia, lib. 22. pag. 503. edit. Baſil. 1556. 
z Sabellics vi ee PR: IEA datet ddt d 
Venetos, Trithemius lib. de Seript. Y nls 
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books, Pius the Third profeſſed he 'valued as 
much, as Alexander did Homer's Thads. 
Mernerus Roleunick, who is reckoned by Paulus 
Langius among the moſt famous of the Order of _ 
_ Carthufians, and commended by Trithemius for 
a man of profound learning and fingular devo- 
tion, in confirmation of what is fore Rid, writes 
thus: This John, by ſurname, Engliſh, by 
his country, of Mentz, is reported to have fat 
e as Pope about this time: and ſhe was a wo- 
man, 5 went in man's apparel. She pro- 
ee fited ſo well in divinity, that ſhe had no fel- 
'* low, and ſo was choſen to be Pope; but after 
% a while, being great with child, as ſhe went 
jn public proceſſion, ſhe was delivered there- 
« Of, and died. And this ſeems to be the ſixth. 
« Pope to this day, which was called Holy .and 
e proved nought : and therefore he was plagued 
© by God, as the reſt before him were plagued, 
« neither is ſhe in the regiſter of Popes.” 
Hence ſome ſay, becauſe ſhe was a German, a 
German is not permitted to be elected Pope; but 
this is manifeſtly falſe, for ſince that time ſeve- 
3 have been advanced into the Pope- 
dom. 2 Do ; 
 Mattheus Palmerius, an Italian, and one of 
the choiceſt men which were at the Council kept 
by Eugenius the IV. againſt the Council of 
Braſil; Pontifex 106. Stephen the gth, and 
Gregory V. faith, © John was a woman, yet nat 
„ known ſo to be, but to one of her ſamiliars, 
* who lay with her; ſhe was delivered in the 
* time of her Papacy, and becauſe ſome reckon 
ey, 1 


* Faſciculus Temp. ætate 6 ad annum, 854. 


themius de Script. Eccleſiaſt. | 
4. ce her 
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2 * not among the Popes, there are no more 
« Johns for her, than if the had never been.“ 
The account that B. Platina gives of this learned 
Whore, or, as Mr. Fox calls her, the ¶ here of 
Babylon, is contradicted by ſome, and ſuppoſed 
to be never written, by the author aforeſaid, but 
foilted in, ſo Bernartius conjeQures ; and to 
confirm. his groundleſs ſuppoſition, (faith he) 
* ntonius Hetweeld, a man of good report, and 
Alderman of Louvain, told me, that one Engel- 
bertus Boonius, a. reverend German Dean, had 
oftentimes told him, that he had ſeen many an- 
cient, manuſcripts of Platina in the Vatican of 
Rome, and peruſed them, diligently, and yet 
found not any mention made of this Pope Joan. 
Surely this reverend Dean was fortunate in 
finding ſuch ancient manuſcripts, as the Alder- 
man of Louvain informed Bernartius of; but how 
comes It that neither Ouugbrius, Platina, Com- 
 mentater, Bellarmin, nor Baronius, who have 
had as free acceſs into the Vatican Library as 
any, could never light on theſe manuſcripts as 
well as he? And bow comes it, that none ſince 
Bernartius thought good to except in that man- 
ner againſt Platina? The acknowledgment of 
thoſe two pillars of the Romiſb Church, Bellar- 
mine and Baronius, with Onuphrius, that this 
ſtory is originally in Platina, induceth me to 
believe, that either Beruartius belied the Alder- 
man, the Alderman belied the Dean, or the 
Dean made a fool of the Alderman, and made 
the other ſo too by conſequence :| for undoubt- 
edly had there been any ſuch manuſcripts, ſome: 


* Bernartius de utilicate legendæ hiſt, lid 2. p. III. 
. „ 
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of them would have found them out, and made 
them public to wipe off that infamy oy more 
than barely ſtand ſuſpected of. 

Since then it is evident, that Platina did write 
the life of this Lady Errant Joan, who coming 
from Atbens, became at Rome a teeming Pope; 
the Romaniſts have endeavoured to find another 
hole to creep out at; denying that he writ 

public authority, and did not take his hiſtory 
out 85 95 the — regiſters of the church. The | 
belief of this is an error, and a groſs one too; 
for * Plating himſelf profeſſes, that he writ by 
the command of Sextus the Fourth; and Onu- 
phrius, that he followed Damaſus, Anaſtatius, 
and ſuch hiſtoriographers, as had written before 
of the ſame matter.' But, ſays Florimondus, 

« Platina reported it rather to . his reading, 
« than for that he thought it true; for, (fays he) 
bad he imagined it true, he would have ex- 
te aggerated it, and made the worſt on it, that 
thereby he might have revenged bimſelf of 
e the Popes, at whom he was grievouſſy in- 
« cenſed. For Paul the Second, (continues he) 
« which all men know racked him, and diveſted 
„ him of all his dignities, and juſtly caſting him 
ce into prifon, kept him there as long as himſelf 
« lived.” To this IJ anſwer, that he \ was racked 
and impriſoned by Paul the Second, is true, but 
that it was juſtly done is falſe; for Trithemius 
chargeth that Pope for ſo doing with cruelty. 

Yet ſuppoſe all were true, doth it follow in 
Florimendus's Logic, that becauſe Paul the Se- 
cond wropged Platina; ergo, Plate bated all 


* Procemie lib. de vitis Pontif. in Epiſtola ad Ziftum 4 
Popes ? 9 
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Popes? And why not then. Sixtus the Fourth 
gratified Platina many ways, ſetting him at liber- 
ty, and reſtoring him his dignities; ergo, Platina 
loved all Popes for his ſake ? If one man's kind- 
neſs could not work love towards: all, neither is 
it likely that one man's unkindneſs ſhould breed 
hatred or heart-burning againſt all ; therefore, 
notwithſtanding this, we may well think, that 
Platina wrote what he thought, and the rather, 
for that in the words following, he profeſſes * 
that ſuch a thing may likely happen.  _ 
That I may not ſeem deficient in the produc- 
tion of teſtimonies for the farther probation of 
this tory, give me leave to inſert ſome more; 
amongſt none of the meaneſt, obſerve what 
Cbalcochondelis ſays, © It is well known, that a 
« certain woman was made Pope, by reaſon 
they knew not her ſex. For all (almoſt) in 
« the weſtern parts of Taly, ſhave their beards. 
« Now whois was great with child, and came 
« abroad to ſolemnize ſome day, or to fay ſer- 
« vice; as ſhe was at ſervice, ſhe was delivered 
« of a child in the fight of all the people. 
« Wherefore leſt hereafter they ſhould be de- 
« ceived in like fort, they make trial of bis 
« manhood by touching, and he that toucheth 
** proclaimeth, WE HAVE a Man ToouR Port.” 
Theſe words are allowed by them to be in the 
Latin tranflation, but Baronius will not admit- 
of them in the Greek; for, (ſays he) Clauſerus, 
his interpreter, added in his tranſlation this ſtory, 
which is not to be found in the Greek copy: 
and for further perſuaſion, to make men believe 
* Apparet ea quz dixi.ex his eſſe, qui feri poſſe c 

Jantur, lib. 6, pag. 98. *.. a 
. i it, 
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| it, he ſays, that Florimondus hath excellently 
| well diſcovered the couſenage of Clauſerus; for | 
'þ comparing Clauſerus's tranſlation in Latin, win 
a Frenchman's tranſlation of the ſame in his mo- | 
ther-tongue, by that he found the tale was not 
in Calebocondilas; for there was not one word of 
it in the French. tranſlation. But why may not 
the Frenobmen leave it out as well as Clauſerus? 
1 it may be objected, (but how truly I know not) 
| that this Frenchman was a faithful tranſlator, and 
1 durſt not have left it out, if he had found it in 
| the Greek, as Florimondus notes? And why may 
{| we not hold Clauſerus, as faithful an interpreter. 
' = as the Frenchman, yea, more faithful, ſeeing the 
1 Frenchman was a, Papiſt? For “ Papiſts hold it 
| lawful in tranſlating, to omit offenſive matter, 
In and ſo doth no Proteſtant. If Florimondus or 
1 Baronius could have informed us where a man 
{i might have feen a Greek copy in, which it is not, 
: they had faid ſomething to purpoſe, but to 
go about to diſapprove it by a tranſlation of one 
of their own creatures, they argue ridiculouſly ; 
and if any of them gainſay, that in the weſtern 
parts of //aly, all (almoſt) ſhave not their beards, 
as fome have made that vain oppoſition, it is 
eaſily anſwered : for by the pope's canons, the 
| Ttalian prieſts, yea, all the prieſts of the weſt- 
IS | ern church, are to be ſhaven; ſo faith + Ponta- 
1 cus, © Pope Anicelus commanded the Clergy to 
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| « ſhave both their heads and their beards, in 
„token that they were of the Clergy.” And, 
Pope Gregory the Seventh avouches, that 


'* Gretfer lib. 2. de jure, &c. prohib. lib. malos, cap. 
39. + Chronogr. lib, 2. | I 775 
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4 the Apoſtles days, the weſtern Clergy 
did ſhave. their beards,” to whom * Durandus, 
who lived about the year 1280, ſubſcribes. 
For he acknowledges, that before, and in his 
time, they were ſhaved; proving the lawfulneſs 
of it out of Ezekiel, and ſhewing the myſteries 
which it imports. Johannes Pierius Valerianus, 
atteſts the ſame; imputing the error of eleQing 
Pope Joan to the ordinary ſhaving of beards, 
becauſe by that means one could hardly knows 
man from a woman. 

For further proof of the truth of this ſtory, 
it will be expedient to giv ve you an account what 
' Theodericus de Niem (lecretary to a Pope) re- 
lates. T Fohn, called Engliſh, was a woman 
« born at Mentz, and ſhe ſtudied at Athens, ap- 

* parelled like a man, where ſhe profited ſo 
« well in the arts, that coming to Rome, ſhe 
te read there the liberal ſciences, and was held 
« ſo ſufficient a reader, that many of the better 
* ſort became her hearers; afterwards with one 
« conſent. ſhe was choſen Pope, and lived in 
that dignity two years and upwards: but tak- 
ing herſelf more than before to idleneſs and 
« pleaſure, ſhe could not live ſo continently as 
« ſhe did, in her mean, yet ſtudious condition: 
„ whereupon one day as ſhe went with. the 
« Clergy and people of Rome, (according to the 
« cuſtom of that time) in ſolemn proceſſion, 
* being attired in the uſual papal ornaments, 
© ſhe was delivered of her firſt begotten” fon, 
« (the father whereof was her ſervant) near the 
“Temple of Peace, which ſtands in the city ; ; 


* Rational. Divin. Offic. 2. de Miniſtris, &c, n De | 
Prigilegis & juribus 3 imperil. 5 
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* as it is evident by an old marble image which 
r ſtands there to this day, to denote fo much in 
* a figure. And hereupon it is, that when the 
„ Popes go from the Vatitan to St. Fobn's of 


* Lateran, and back again; they go not the 


* re& way thither, but by other ſtreets farther 
*.about, and fo make their journey longer.“ 


I ſhall relate nothing of what Pezrarth, Bot- 


rare, Lucidus, and our countryman 1 op fas 
to this purpoſe, fince there are none ſo obſti- 


nate, but will confeſs they all have writ thereof, 


but only a little of what“ John Paris writes as 


to this matter, who lived about the year 1280, 
and read publichy in the Univerſity of Paris, 


with great and deſerved commendation, as well 
in divinity as humanity : he ſhewing how ſome- 


times a man may lawfully diſpute, and take ex- 


ception againſt the Pope, in reſpett of his ber- 
Ton 7, notes, that ſuch a perſon may be choſen 


as is not capable: * As for example, (faith he) 


t if he prove a woman, ot an Heretic, as ſome 
* have done, who in that reſpe& are not reck- 


“ oned in the catalogue of the Popes.” _ 
What an infinite number of witneſſes could I 


produce to verify this ſtory, whoſe teſtimonies, 


though ever ſo clear, yet the Roman oppoſers 
of truth, will cavil at. Martinus Polonas, be- 
cauſe he hath writ the truth concerning Pope 
Joan, (for no other reaſon that I can find) they 
call imple, ignorant man, given to vanity, and 
only famous for fables ; for that is I Bernartius 
* Trithem. de Script. Eccleſ. & Poſſevinus in apparatu 


Sacro Verbo, Johan. Parifien/ts. + De Poteſtate Regia 
& Papali. f Martinus Polonus favu!is taatum celebris, 


cætero obſcurus homo, 
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his cenſure of him. See the raſhneſs of a later 
generation of Papiſts; for * Palonus was an 
Archbiſhop, and plenipotentiary to the Pope; 
he was learned in the Holy Scriptures, and not 
ignorant of ſecular learning; he was one whom 

latina relied much on for matter of hiſtory, 
and was applauded by him as a man of a good life 
and converſation. He was the man, W the 
author of Faſciculus Temporum, and Jacobus 
Bergomenſis, two good hiſtoriographers, profeſſed 
that they followed eſpecially; and yet he is 
abuſed for ſpeaking the truth.  _ f 
Io add further teſtimony, Marianus Scotus, 
who. was born in the year 1028, Fa man of ef- 
timation. whilſt, he lived, and when dead held as 
a ſaint, and by Baronius ſtyled a worthy chrono- 
lager, in his chronicle 2 5 ſpeaks, Teo the 
* Pope died in the kalends of Auguſt; after 
e him ſucceeded Joan, a, woman, who fat, two 
« years, five months, and four days. . Bel- 
larmin contradifts this, ſaying, that He wha 
publiſhed Krantius Metrapalis at. Cologn, in the 
year 1874, doth: witneſs, that. © in the ancient 
copies of Mariaxus. Scotus, there. is: na men- 
« tion made of Pope Jauau the woman. What 
this He ſhould: be that gives this teſtimony, L 
never. yet could learn, nor that he was a man 
of any. credit ; beſides, there, is no reaſon that. 
a nameleſs. Sir, a Mr. Anonymous, ſhould be cre- 
dited againſt printed copies, eſpecially if it be 


.* Archiep. Cofentinus & Pœnitentiarius Papz Poſſevin. 
Apparatus facer verbo Martinus Polonus.' + Ab om-- 
nthus honore habebatur & non ſine opinione ſanctitatis ſe- 
pelitur, Trithemius de Script. Eceleſiaſticis. f Lib. 4. 
de Rom. Pont. cap. 4. | 8 f 
| | true, 
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true, which * Be/larmin ſaith in another caſe: 
* A man without a name, is without credit :** 
And, „A Canon out of a council, whoſe name 
« is not known, may very well be lighted.” 
But the reaſon why Bellarmin did not name him, 
was not becauſe he was ignorant of his name, 
but becauſe he was but a mean fellow, a printer, 


a poor batchelor of the law, a man of ſlender 


reputation ; for he is named in the firſt page of 
the book Ferwinus. Calenius Lippienſis: and 
what was ſuch a fellow to run away with a ſtory 
of this conſequence upon his bare word in this 
manner; I Quæ bic author, &c. © That this 


« which, the author hereof reports touching 


« Pope Joan, is but counterfeit ſtuff, deviſed to 
c make the Pope odious; to ſay nothing of ſuch 
« proofs as Onuphrius gives in his annotations on 


« Platina, Martianus, Scotus, and Sigibert, do 


« teſtify, whoſe manuſcripts remaining on re- 


« cord, diſcover their falſhood who have chopt 
« his tale into their printed volumes;” which 
Bellarmin, nor any other, durſt or dare avouch,. 


the contrary being confeſſed directly by Baro- 
nius : I. Sigibert's words are theſe, © The report 
« js, that this John was a woman, and that one 
« only who laid with her, knew ſo much; and 


te that at length, even in the time of her papacy, 
ce ſhe was delivered of a child. Whereupon 
« it is that ſome reckon her not among the 


% 


« Popes, and that there is not one Pope oh 


« the more in number for her.” Notwithſtand- 


ing this, the Romaniſts deny, that there is any 


„Ib. 4. de Rom, Pont. cap. 13. f Annotat. in 
lib. Krantii Metro. 
ed at Paris, 1518. 

"A ſuch 


t In chronico ad An. 184. print- . 
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ſuch thing in the antient, true, and approved 
copies of Sigibert, and if there be any ſuch 
ching found, ſome paltry fellow, (as Bernartius 
notes) hath been tampering with his writings, 
and that Sigibert never writ it, is fully witneſſed 
by Genebrard. Pray here obſerve the Canoniſts, 
(when Popes alledge Popes for proof) do note, 
that it is fax#i/iaris probatio; meaning, it may 
be as much as that in the proverb, A/# my fellow 

if I be a thief. But ſay they in the monaſtery 
of Gemble in Flanders, there is extant the ori- 
ginal of Sigibert, which wants this ftory ; and. 
for proof hereof, they have the oath of one Pro- 
taſius, a Franciſcan, who ſaw it, and there, (as 
he ſaith) Sigibert lived, there he wrote this book 
with his awn hands, there he left it after life as 
a monument of his love. There it is ſhewn by 
the Monks, to ſuch as come thither, for a piece 
of excellency and rarity. . _ Ret hs 

Now judge you whetherthis paltry Frier is to 
be believed before “ Trithemius, who, (ſays he) 
hved not there when he writ the book, for he 
writ that and many others in the monaſtery of 
St. Vincent, within the city of Metenſis. 
The Monks ſhewing this book as Sigibert's 
own to all comers, is a very ſlender argument to 
prove that it is his : for I have read of ta Monk, 
who gave out that he had brought from the eaſt 
fome of the ſound of the bells which hung in So- 
lomen's temple ; and I that he could ſhew among 
other relics, ſome of the hairs which fell from 


De ſcriptoribus eccleſiaſticis Sigibertus cum in Cæno- 
bio. 8. Vincentio Metenſi ad inftruend. pueros eſſet poſi- 

tus ſcripſit. Hiſt, J. + Virgerias Annot. in Catalog. 
hzret. Romæ conflatum, An. 1559. fol. 17. 1 Ibid. 
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the Seraphical Angel, when he came to imprint 
the ſtue wounds of Chrift in St. Francis's body; 
and I have * read of others, who ſhew the Pil- 
| "Heng, who go to Zeruſalem, a three-cornered, 
ne, aſſuring them it is that very ſtone where- 

of David || oke, ſaying, The: ſtone which the 
builders refuſed is the head 27 the GTP 

Pfal. cxviii. 22. 
Now as Monks and Papiſts ſtrive to deceive 
others, ſo they are often cheated themſelves; 
for many of them verily believe they have that 
which they have not. Do not many of them 
perſuade themſelves. that they have that Syndon 
wherein CHriſts body was lapped, when: it was 
interred, wherein, (as they ſay) is ts be feen to 
this day the picture of Chriſt ? Others think 
they have the: nails wherewith Chriſt was nailed 
to the croſs, and in hke manner are they de- 
ceived in a thouſand ſeveral ſorts of reticks. 

Hut grant that this ſtory of Pope Joan is not 
to be found in. ſome copies of Sigibert, that 
does not argue that it was never writ by him; it 
is probable it may be left out by ſome who have 
tranſcribed his manuſcript, which we may as 
well be induced to believe, and upon as good 
grounds as that the words of Alfricus, which 
oppoſe tranſubſtantiation, were cut out of a 
fragment of an epiſtle of his in the library of 
Worceſter, as Þ Mr." Fox proves apparently. 
Thus is this ſtory of Pope an cut out of a very 
fair manuſeript of Ranulſus Ceſtrenſis, which is 
now to be ſeen in the Dy of New- College in 


500 « Belfomus eber BU: . e. $3: + AR & Monum. 
Allegations againſt the fix articles, p. } 1304. Edit. 1 570. 
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direction, * Qua fame proximorum, &c, © That 
„ ſuch things ſhould be altered, or expunged, 
« which. tend to the diſcredit of the clergy ;” 
and doth not this touch their eccleſfiaſtick eſtate 
to the very quick? Doth not Poſſevin adviſe, 
that the F note in John Neviſon the lawyer, 
which makes mention of Pope Foan, ſhould be 
razed out? Dele (faith he) “ blot it out (faith 
« Poſſeuin) becauſe John, this woman was a 
«. meer Chimera, and a forgery of calum- 
e niators.” | N 
For further proof that this 7% was a meer 
fiction, Cardinal Baronius would make us be- 
lieve, that thoſe of the beſt credit in hiſtory, 
and who have writ moſt of her, do not poſitive 
ly aver that there was ſuch a woman Pope, but 
make their report of her with a fic azunt, or an 


ut afſeritur, but he brings no other proof there- 
of then teſte me ipſo; which however it may go 


for proof among Princes, yet is no proof among 
| ſcholars; and for my part, without proof I will 
believe nothing, let who will be the aſſertor, 
eſpecially if he be a Papiſt. As I Sigiſmund 
the Emperor, ſaid of Julian the Cardinal Le- 
gate at the Council of Bail, when one com- 
mended him highly to him, tamen Romanus eſt; 
yea, but he is a -Rman. 

But ſuppoſe it be ſo as Baronius ſaith it is, 
. Why:7may it not be true though it be delivered 


| —# laude. . prohib. per Clementem VIII. de Corre&. 
lib. f Joban 


annes Neuiſon, Sylva Nuptialis, page 319. 


Rerum; Memorab. Paralipom. Hiſt. Abbat. rſperg. 
anne m, Page 3944. | 
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Oxford : we need not wonder at ſuch unfair 
proceedings of the Papiſts, ſince they give 
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with an wi afferitur ? Thus it is ſaid 2. 1 confeſo 
that many lies, nay groſs ones too, pals in ſuch; - 
general terms. As for example, Men/ay (faith: 

the Popifh golden Legend) that St. Patrick 
drove with his taff all the utnemous beaſts out, of 
Ireland; and, that he obtained of the Lord, that. 

no Iriſh nan ſhould gbide the coming of Anti-Chriſt ; 
the former of which Harpfield Cope confeſſed to 
bealie, and ſo I think all underſtanding Papiſts 
acknowledge the latter; elſe why do none of 
the learned Clergy of the Church of Rome al- 
ledge it, to clear the Pope from being Anti- 
Chriſt. Men ſay (ſaith Nangiacus, as Genebrard 
reporteth) that Kentiſi men have tails; like brute 
beaſt, becauſe their anceſtors mocked Auſtin the 
Monk when he came to preach among them; 
nay, by ſome this is believed as a truth to this 
day; that this is a lie, there is nothing more 
N and yet this is reported with a % tis 


But again. The worſt Chriſtians in Italy are 
the Romans; that of the Romans, the. Prieſts. 
are moſt wicked; and of the Prieſts, the-lewd- 
eſt are made Cardinals, and the badeft choſen 
to be Pope; it is written, but. with aferitur : 
yet to the {kilfel in hiſtory, and ſuch as are ac- 
euainted with the affairs of Roma, this dath not 
ſeem improbable. . In Bavaria palam frrunt 


* Bavaria, that the Jeſuits cauſed a tub tobe 
er carried to their College, which breaking / 
<« the way, a wench dropt out of the end of it 
« into thè open ſtreet:” and Why muy nut this be 
i Ecev. Handi, of the Religion uſed" ih the WH; | 
pag. 91. + Lib. 2. de verbo Dei, cape 16. dag I 
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true, though, is go but by report. Phe Papiſty 
believe far more incredible reports than this, 
which tend to the defamation of Proteſtants. 
If any ſhould object, that there were many 
learned men, and great writers who lived in hes 
time, and ſome time after, who though they 
were the authors. of ſeveral books, yet makes 
no mention of any woman that ever was Pope 
of Rome, Beſides Ruperius, an Engh/þ Biſhop, 
who, becauſe he was excommunicated by the 
Pope, invented and raked together all manner 
of lies. againſt the Pope, yet notwithſtanding. 
 objaftied:not this.) ft 2m 
This objeRtion may be anſwered in a word, 
thus: That moſt of all thoſe authors who are 
quoted by the Romaniſts to have made no men- 
tion of Pope Joan were no Hiſtoriographers, 
but ſuch who employed their pen and time in 
the ſtudy of Philoſophy or Divinity; and 
therefore it is no more a wonder that theſe 
learned men ſhould be filent, as to this matter, 
than for a Mathematician to write of lines and 
tangents only, and not to write of Pharmacy and 
Phyſic. Again, this Rupertus (commonly called 
Groſthead) well ſkilled in Great and Latin, a 
Reader of Divinity in the Schools, an excellent 
Preacher, and a man ſo eminent for a holy life 
and converſation, that it was the opinion of the 
whole Clergy of England and France, that there | 
was not ſuch another among the Prelates of that 
time ; yet Innocent the IVth, called him old 
fool, and abſurd felloy,. and his .reproaches- 
were attended with menaces. The reaſon is 
apparent, in that he oppoſe@ the Pope, an{Hhid 
divers cavils with him, inſomuch that in one 
la C 2 letter 
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letter he did not ſtick to tell him plainly, That 
- © by his writs with (non obſtante) he brought a 
b deluge of miſchief on the world, whereby 
the purity of the Church was defiled, and the 
de quietneſs of the republick impeded and de- 
| © ſtroyed; that by his reſervations, commen- 
. does, and proviſions of benefices for Parſons, 
* ho ſought to fleece, and not to feed the 
_« flock of God, he committed ſuch a ſin, ſo 
-* contrary to the doctrine of the Apoſtles and 
* Evangeliſts, ſo hateful and deteſtable to Chriſt 
, Jeſus, as never fin was, but the fin of Lucifer, 
e nor never ſhall be but the ſin of Anti- Chriſt, 
--< whom the Lord ſhall deſtroy with the breath 
< of his mouth at his coming. He further 
*ſignified, that no man could with a good con- 
e ſcience obey any ſuch mandates as he ſent a- 
broad, though they came from the higheſt 
* Order of Angels; for they tended not to 
& edification, but the utter ruin of the Church.” 
Are theſe lies, by reporting whereof he ſought 
to revenge himſelf on that preſent Pope? Sure 


it cantiot be, ſince the“ College of Cardinals 


confeſſed before the Pope, that they could not 
hlame him for writing thus, having ſaid nothing 
but what was juſtifiable. And here give me 
leave to recite what another, Matthew Paris, 
| Hath regiſtered to poſterity concerning Popes 
and Papiſts.. In his Hiſtory of England, in the 
life of William the Conqueror, in the year 
10, page 10. he reports how Satanas, & om- 
nes contubernium inferorum; that the Devil and 
Ut vera fateamur vera ſunt quæ dicit, /aid the Cardi- 
l 
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all his helliſh crew writ letters gratulatary 2 
the rabble of the Remi Clergy, acknowledging 
their kindneſs, in that following their pleaſures, 
and deſiſting from inſtructing the people, they 
ſuffered more ſouls to go to Hell than ever 
mn % ͤ ͤ1Uß— n „e 

That Gregory the VIIth, ſet the whole 
Church in an uproar by depoſing married Prieſts 
from their prieſthood, and forbidding the Laity 
to- hear them ſay ſervice, becauſe he had no 
precedent for ſo doing; and becauſe as ſome 
thought it was n done, contrary to the 
opinion of the antient fathers, who wrote that 
the Sacraments of the Church, by the inviſible 
working of the Spirit have like effect, whether 
they be adminiſtered by good or bad men. 
+ He reports how a Cardinal Legate, at a 
Council held in London, inveighing againſt the 
miſſes or wenches of the Clergy, was taken the 
ſame night after in bed with a whore, or Bona 
Roba. eee Foy e 
T He reports, how Germanus, Arch-Biſhop 
of Conſtantinople, informed the Cardinals of 
Rome, that the Gregjans ſtumbled much at this: 
that the Cardinals deſired to he accounted his 
diſciples, who ſaid, ſilver and gold I have none, 
and yet none ſo rich and covetous as they. 
S He reports how the Pope enjoined by one 
mandate to the Biſhops of Canterbury, Lincoln, 
and Saliſbury, that they ſhould provide for 
three hundred Romans in benefices next vacant; 
_ * Thid.-An. 1074. + In Hen. 1. ad An. 1125. page 
93- t In Hen. 3. page Paige” In Hen. 3. Pi 718.84 
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Auch they thvb18 tiſpoſc' of no denefice, till 60 
5 man), were compleatly pre ded for. 
He reports; How High the Cardinal brop- 
Ses, when — — departed from Zyony, that 
reas there were four Rews, or houſes, at bis 
coming thither, he had left them but one, and 
hat reached but from one end of the town to 
we N how the und 
e ow the Friſe Mino- 
; $i by —_— from the Pope, appointed all 
| eopte, young and oh” men and wo- 
Not fowl d and ges, & nd of #Hf conditions, to 
ö * for the recovery of the Holy Land; und yet 
e fithe day, of a Htele time after: lor money 
R again. 
| ports, how Innocentius ths I'Veh, infti- 
7 the people of Brabant and Flanders, to 
mence a war àgainſt Conradus the Emperor, 
| =I them for fo doing forgiveneſs of all 
beir fins; yea, not "only a pardon for their 
e but the like for er relations 
ſe, and the hike ſtories he records againſt 
che Pope, being manudufted thereanto by truth 
| Iffelf;; but he meddles not with any thing which 
Was done by any Pope within a Hundred years 
after Chriſt; and therefore it is no wonder that 
he ſpeaks nothing of Pope Foun. n 
That I may not omſt any material objeclon 
that the Romanifts alledge to diſprove the verity 
of the ſtory of _ Juen, T muſt here inſorm 
the weer, that as they ſay many learned Laim 
writers ſay nothing of her, ſo Greek Hiſtorio- 
FSraphbers, Zonoras, Cedrenus Caropalatas, and | 


In Hen. 3. page 108g. In Her. 3. page 1100. 
es ; We, others 
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others who wrote before Martinus Polonus, con- 
cerning the Latin Church, and were enemies 
to the ſame, and would have been glad of ſuch 
an advantage againſt it, write nothing thereof 
.at all; from whence ſome infer there was ne 
Io anſwer this argument, I-muſt beg this 
queſtion ; doth: not P/atina confeſs: there was a . 
Pope called Mark, who fat two years eight 
months and ten days; and another Pape called 
Marcellus, who fat above five years; and yet 
* Pontacus, and Ganebrard confeks, that all 
the Greek writers in a manner omit to ſpeak of 
the former; and that all Greet writers: without 
exception omit to ſpeak of the latter. Now if 
ve ſhould be perſuaded (notwithſtanding their 
paſling by theſe in ſilence) that theſe were Popes, 
why may we not as well believe that there was 
a Pope Joan, though they paſs her by in like 
manner, not ſpeaking one word of her; we 
may believe many things of which they write 
not a ſyllable. We read in the Golden Le- 
gend, I Breviary, &c. that Heraclius the Em- 
| peror, when he would have entered in by the 
gate, by which our Saviour went to his paſſion, 
clad in his royal robes with the croſs on his 
ſhoulders, was miraculouſly hindered and could 
not get through, till he had diveſted his bodỹx 
of it's princely apparel, and put off his ſhoes - 
and ſtockings. This is verily believed by many | 
Romaniſts; and yet Gretzar ſaith, that the 
Grecians, Zonoras, Cedrenus, and the like, 


„Lib. 2, Chronogr. + Chronol. lib, 8 Breviar Fo 
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write. nothing of it, yet profeſſeth withal he 
likes it never the worſe for their ſilence; for 
they (as he farther obſerves) omitted many other 
material truths, whereof no man of reaſon will 
ever call them in queſtion; and though Her- 
mannus Contrattus, Cohradus, Urſpergeuſss Al- 
#as, and others, ſpeak nothing of this Joan, we 


muſt not therefore conclude that there was 


neyer fuch-a woman once a Pope. Do argu- 
ments taken from authority of feẽ men hold 
negatively? It is a good argument, St. Paul, 
St. Luke, and Seneca do not ſay that St. Peter 
was at Rome? Ergo, St. Peter was not at Rome. 
I anſwer: with Bel larmin, negative arguments 

are worth notbing; for it follows not that St. 
Peter was never at Rome, becauſe St. Luke, St. 
Paul, and Seneca do not report that he was ever 
there: for theſe three were not bound to re- 
port all that was true. Certainly (faith one) 
mapis credi debet tribus: © A man ſhauldrather 


_ < believe three witneſſes ſpeaking to a cauſe, 
cc than numbers who ſpeak neither pro nor con. 


Again, Denis Biſhop of Athens, was afterwards 


Biſhop of Paris, though Ado Biſhop af Triers 


in Germany, and Suidas, à Greek author, make 
no mention of his removal to another Riſhop- 
rick. Lipomannus reſolves upon Metaphreoſtes, 
and one Michael Syngelus, in theſe words, that 
Denis was Biſhop! of Paris, though Ado and 


Suidas fay nothing of it. Why then though: 
theſe and many more ſay nothing of Pape Joan, 


might there not be ſuch a Pope, fince as many, 
and as learned as they, do place her in the 
. Lv +8 >, 1 «> Ae ho T I ; 1 1 5 895 

| Lib. de Rom. pentif. cap. g. 
21 4 * 5 number 
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number of Popes. Salmeron a ted Joi | 
orian 


ſaith thus, quando unus ; When one Hi 
s reports what another paſſed by, the latter's 


« filence- doth not ne the truth of the 


* other's relation.“ 

I muſt confeſs, there is not 4 word. of her in 
All thoſe ſix or ſeven tables which are in the Va- 
tican; yet ſuppoſe theſe tables be of greateſt el. 


timation, et ſhall we conclude that he that is as 


Pope' regiſtered therein was a Pope; I know not 
how ſafely ve may believe it, ſince Bardniug 
condemns ſuch for filly credulous people, who 
believe reports the rather becauſe they are to be 
found in books belonging to the Pope's Library. 
Beſides, Leo the VIIIch is regiſtered i in the ca- 
talogue of Popes, and in ſome of thoſe ſeven 
tables, if not in them all; yet Baronius, and 
his followers conclude him an intruder and 
uſurper, and did not in the leaſt deſerve that 
glorious title of a Pope. Nov if this be no good 
argument, Leo the VII Ith is numbered among 
the Popes in ſeven tables, in the Pope's Libra- 
ry, or in ſeven as authentical, ergo Leo the 
VIIIch was a Pope; from hence may be ſaid, 

that Joan the womgn Pope is not 4 
amongſt the Popes in thoſe ſeven tables in the 
Pope's Library : Ergo there was no ſuch Joan, 
a woman Pope. But conſider if ſeven tables 
ſpeaking for à Pope, do not convince the bein 

of ſuch a Pope, why ſhould their filence argue 


the contrary? Might there not be as well one 


left out that was a Pope, as comemorize one that 
never was? Beſides, there are ſeveral reaſons 


* Prolegom. 6 in Evangelia. 2 + Annalium, tom. 10. 
eg annum 964. * . 
| why 
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why it was requiſite ſhe ſhould belck out; either 
for her ſex ſake, being a woman; or elſe in re- 


: purd of the foulneſs of the fact, which as it 


nds her memory with perpetual infamy, fo it 


cio but prove a ary blot 3 in the _— 


of Popes. 
This omiſſion. at an name 2 not 8 


Range, if you will but obſerve; that other Popes 
on 95 — have been paſt CE 
lence by ſeveral writers as no Popes; as for 

example, Felix the IId, was both Pope and 

Martyr, (as “ Bellarmin affirmed) and he ſat as 

Pope one year, four months, and two days, as 


you may read in 4 Platina: yet b 74 Genebrard's 


confeſhon, Mareellizus omits' to 'Geak of him 


in his Chronicle, becauſe he was ſuſpected of 


hereſy ; and for the ſame, .or ſuch like cauſe, 
St. Auſtin and Optatus mention him not among 
the Popes in their Memorials. That one Cyrz 
was Pope is acknowledged by divers, yet it is rare 


to find him in any Catalogue of Popes of whom 


Johannes de Pariſi is, a zealous Papiſt, in his Trea- 


tale de poteſlate regia & papali, writes thus, Iſte 


cus. * Cyriacus is not in the Catalogue of 

« "Popes, becauſe it was thought he left the 
« popedom not for devotion, but for the ſake 
« of wenching.” Damaſcus the IId, hath his 
name regiſtered in many { Popiſh Chronicles in 
the throng of Popes; yet. there are {| many on 
the other ſide who let him go for a /cabby Sheep. 
1 Plalina, cenſent nonnulli, © Some judge this 


- 8 de Roman. pontif. cap. + ; Rt erg 1 
licis. t en. lib. 3. ad annum n 368. 8 Platina 
in vita Damaſi 2. Polonus in Chronic. Fixes en. oo. 
ſ 'Clavika loco citato. | 


ce * fellow 


or POPE JOAN: 


_ fellow no ways fit to be regiſtered 
„ Popes;” and in like manner hag deal with 


many others. 


13 


the 


But * ſome may ſay if . Joon way omined 
in the regiſters of ſome for the filthineſs of ther 
fact, why was that cloſe-ſtool reſerved, and that 
monument of her's erected where ſhe was public- 
* delivered; for the ſtool and the image were 
as like to continue the memory of her, as any 


. in writing. To this I anſwer, 


not 


ſome be of one opinion, ſome of another? May 


not ſome think good to continue the mem 


of 


that which others for ſhame would willingly have 
forgotten ? Have not ſome Papiſts in France de- 
nied that John Chaſtel was taught by the Jeſuits 
to murther Henry the IVth of —— And did 
not others contribute their aſſiſtance in che ereo- 


tion of a ſtony pillar near the king's palace, 


whereby ſo wuth was; notified. 


If a 


man 


ſhould affirm; that the ſame man who omitted 
Pope Joan for the filthineſs of her fact, erefted 
ſuch two monuments for her in one of the high- 
ſtreets in Rome, and proſcribed ſuch a ſtool tobe 
kept for that purpoſe, I know not how he could 


Jr: himſelf from contradiction. 


| + But ſay. the Papiſts again, grant that. Pope 
| Jaan ſhould be omitted for the filthineſs of her 
fact, yet ſhould there have been mention made 
of the vacancy. of the ſee for that time ſhe way 
"os elſe there will be a manifeſt error in chro- | 


* error indeed: to if two years in reck · 
oning; there may be fouler than this, and yet 


wth Flevimedds, cap. 22. page 190. 
- _ Pont. cap. 24. 


= 


44 THE CLIFE: AND v 


che matter ſalved well enough. For Onuphrius 
reckons 230 Popes to Gregory the XITth, and 
Genebrard and Maſſonus 234, whereas Platina 
accounts 235; for he reckons to Ziſtus the IVth, 
+ with whom-he ends, 221 Popes; after whom to 
Gregory the XIIIch, every one reckons 14, 
- which compleats the number of 235: yet Ver- 
Negunus, in his table printed at Antwerp 1590, 
numbers no more that 231. Moreover, do not 
ſeveral chronologies written by“ Romaniſts re- 
cord, that Evariſtus fat thirteen years, whereas 
others fay, he fat but + nine years; do not J 
ſome of them ſay that Denis lat four years, 8 
others that he ſat but two years. I think theſe 
differences, and ſuch as cheſe, argue manifeſt 
errors in their chronologies. If no further in- 
.conveniencies follow upon the omiſſion of this 
female Pope, than a manifeſt error in chrono- - 
logy, for that ſpace of time when ſhe fat in the 
chair, we may well enough believe that ſome 
omitted her, not becauſe there was no ſuch 
perſon, but becauſe they were aſhamed of her; 
for two years and odd months enk no n 
in their chronologie. 

But, ſays Florimond, no man ever <orit t of her, 
till four hundred years after ber deaib; and is 
it poſſible that all writers ſhould fo conſpire to- 
gether, that the truth thereof could never be cer- 
tainiy known, till ſo long a time afies the __—_ 
tian o her popeſbip? 

1 have already Cat by the books that are 
yet extant, that this e was fooner diſcovered. 


Abaſtaf. de Vita Evariſt. ge * . Anal. tom. 
5 um 121, Num. 1. Baron. Annal., tom. 
gt 172. Num. 21. F Anale de vita Dion: A” 

But 
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But ſuppoſe we had no author who lived within 
four hundred years of Pope Joan to produce for 
proof, muſt therefore this ſtory be rejected? 
Do not the Papiſts recommend as truth, many 
ſtories for which they can bring no teſtimony 
out of any writer who lived within four hundred 
years after? * They tell us of an image of 
Chriſt which was made by Nicodemus, who came 
to our Saviour by night for fear of the Fews ; 
and ſtrange miracles have been ſaid to be per- 
formed by it; yet are they not able to name 
the man who wrote of this ſix hundred years 
after Nicodemus. + They tell us that St. Zuke 
drew certain pictures of the Virgin Mary, but 
I Theodorus Lector is the firſt man that makes 
this report, and he lived at leaſt five hundred 
years after, Not to trouble the reader with 
many more inſtances, {they write, that our Sa- 
viour wiping his face with a handkerchief, im- 
printed his own effigies therein, and ſent it to 
Agbarus for a token; but for proof hereof,: 
there is no author to be produced, but | Eva- 
grius who lived fix hundred years after Chriſt. 
That the Virgin Mary made that coat of our 
Saviour's which was without ſeam, the ¶ Rhe- 
miſts peremptorily affirm ;- and ** others of the 
like faction add, that as our Saviour grew in 
height and breadth, ſo the coat on his back 
grew in like manner. I cannot read any author 


| ® Bell. lib. 2. de Image, cap. 10, 1 Bel. loch citato, 
& Gretzer de Cruce, hb. 2. cap. 1. f Lib. 1. Col- 
lectan. 5 Baron. Annal. Tom. 1. ad An. Chriſti, 31. 


Num. Gi. Baron. Annal. Tom. 8. ad An, 594. 
Num. 3 


| 30. J Annotat. in John xix. 23. in Margine. 
 ** Ludolphus de vita Jeſu, part 2. cap. 63. p. 221. 
Coloff. 2. * „ e i 
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they S produced, that writeth hereof for | 
above four hundred years fince.-/ | | 

But how comes it about that Pope Joan ould 
be called John, as ſbe was ſuppoſed # man after 
Ber election, fince Popes upon their election do now 
change their names from a laudable cuftom (faith 
Florimondus) that Sergius (a few years re 
Pope Joan) introduced, which war that the 
eletł 2 ould not ſtep out of the conclave tall he bad : 
changed hrs 2 name. | 

It is ' confeſt, that * ſome ay; that Wend 
Sergius had a filthy beaſtly name before his 
el , viz. Swines-ſnout, he changed it after 
bis che Gion; but they are miſtaken who ſay 
Sergius the IId changed his proper name, ſor 
from his birth he was called Sergius, after the 
name of his father; ſo writes Baronius in his 
Annals tome the tenth, to the year 844. The 
firſt who changed his name was Sergius the TIId, 
and yet not for the filthineſs of his name, but in 

reverence to St. Peter. His name being Peter, 

he thought it not fit to be called by that name, 
whereby Chrif called the firſt Biſſiop of that fee, 
even the Prince of the Apoſtles, whoſe name he 
changed from Simon to Peter, as may be further 
read in that learned Cardinal Cæſa ar Baronius. 
Notwithſtanding this poſitive aſſertion of Baro- 
uus, I fee this great ſcholar, as well as other 
bug-bears of wit and controverſy, may not only 
miſtake, contraditt himſelf. For 3 aith he) in 
another place, Tom. 10. Annal. ad Ann. 
Num. 4. ſpeak ing of John the XII ch. 2 2 
in truth, is the firſt who changed his Rane; 


* Faſeic. Temp. ad Au. 844. Pol. Virg. 4 Rerum 6 
Invent. Stella de vitis Pont. in * 2. 8 
on who 
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who: of Ofavian would needs be called John: 
« not that he meant to leave his tyranny, but 
„ to uſe. it in another kind; for he, who was 
e called by his father Oflavian, in reſpett of his 
« temporal authority in the city, would now in 
c reſpett of his ſpiritual, be called on; either 
* becauſe his uncle John: the XIth was called 
«. fo, or for that he deſired to hear well at leaſt 
« for his name ſake, whilſt in fawning acclama- 
tions, the people baſely applied unto him 
t that ſpeech, There was a man that was 
« {ent from God whoſe name was John.” Thus 
Baromus, and now Florimondus, not knowing al- 
moſt what to ſay, aſk the Ns: who was 
oan's father, quinam hujus P/cudopontificrs 

ph: if wo wc i bh — 1 
have been mentioned in hiſtory, as well as the 
father of Linus, Clerus, Clemens, and of all-the 
reſt: of the Popes; in anſwer hereunto, that the 
kiſtories expreſsly ſet down the fathers of alt the 
reſt. of the Popes is falſe. For by hiſtory. no 
man knows of what parentage * Higinus was, 
Higini genealogia non invenitur ; neither can we 
find out the anceſtors of Pope Denis, as Anafta- 
rus, afore quoted, doth acknowledge;  Dionife 
generationem invenire non potuimus: andi it is un- 
known of what ſurname or country John the 
XIXth was: f Johannis IX. cognomen S Pa- 
eria ignoratur. | 
In hiſtories it is expreſsly written, that Urban 
the IVth was begotten by a cobler, | ex patras 
Sutore veteramentario ;, that John the XXI1d, 


lde dovid pont. in vita H Higini. + Stem ds 


vitis Pont. in vita Johan: 1 1 Onuph. Annot. in l 
Plat. 150 vitis Urbani. 4» 1 * * 
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was the ſon of a botcher, * Filius Veterumentarii, 
reſarcitoris ſcilicet ſotelarium: that [Benedi tbe 
XIth, was the ſon of a poor laundreſs; Fi- 
tus Lolricis pauperculæ: that Benedict the XIIth, 
was the fon of a miller; that Sixtus the IVth, 
was the fon of a mariner, I patre ortus qui ſem- 
per nauticam exercuit: that Adrian the VIth, 
was the ſon of a cloth-worker, or as ſome ſay 
a brewer: that & Sixtus Quintus, was the ſon of 
a ſwine- herd; hut what the names of theſe 
men's fathers were, that is not expreſsly written. 
Alexander the Vth confeſſed, Se nec parentis, 
nec fratres, nec aliquem ex agnatis, cognati/que 
ſuis unquam vidiſſe: that he never ſaweither his 
father, or mother, or brother, or any of his kin- 
dred ; who then can tell his father's name? 
When driven from this feeble entrenchment, 
the Romaniſts fly to another no leſs ruinous; 
either this Pope Foan was young or old when 
| ſhe was choſen. If ſhe was young, it was con- 
trary to cuſtom to admit of any ſuch election, 
as may appear by the great number of Popes 
that lived in the dignity above the number of 
Emperors that ſucceeded often in their youth. 
But if ſhe were old when ſhe was choſen, then 
how did ſhe bear a child publicly in proceſſion? 
The ground-work of this argument, that Pope 
Joan was either young or old, may be eaſily de- 
ſtroyed thus; if we conſider that learned men 
divide the. whole courſe of man's life not into 
youth and old age, but into Pueritiam puber- 
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tatem; adoleſcentiam, juventutem cunſtantem me- 
diumve & ſeneFutem. Now middle age is from 
35 to 49, whereof ſhe might have been, and fo 
neither old nor young; for Lev the Xth was 
choſen Pope at thirty-eight years of age, being 
not forty-ſix years old when he died, and yet 

he ſat as Pope eight years, eight months, and 
twenty days; and Gregory the XIth was about 
thirty-five years old when he was choſen, as“ 
Theodoricus de Niem, and Maſſonus teſtify ; be- 
ſides, ſhe might have been choſen young for 
any Popiſh cuſtom there 1s to the contrary. For 
+ Boni face the IXth, at the age of thirty-four 
was choſen Pope; and Innocent the IIId was 
but thirty. I know not but our Jan might have 
| been one of the youths of the pariſh : for not 
to ſpeak of the boy Pope I Benedi# the IXth, 
who was choſen Pope about twelve years old. 
I ſay, not to reflect on him particularly, & Jh 
XIII, alias XII, In juvenili & florida etate crea- 
tur Pontifex, he was conſtituted Pope when he 
was in his youth and flouriſhing condition; 
that is, about the eighteenth year of his age, as 

[| Baronius gathereth from circumſtances. © 
But why might ſhe not have been old, fince 
we read, and have known experimentally that 
old women have borne children. Henry the Em- 
peror begat Frederick the IId, on a wife who 
was fifty years old, ſo faith Maſſonus; and Ma- 
chutus the Biſhop (faith Petrus de Natalibus) 
was born when his mother was above threeſcore: 


Niem Unionis Tra. 6. cap. 39. f Maſſon. de 
Urbis Epiſcop. in Boniface g. t Glab. Radul.. Hiſt. 
lib. 5. + Paulus Langius in Chron. Citizenſe ad An. 
1389. j} Annal. Tom. 10. ad anno 955. Num. 3. 
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and faith Franciſcus Junius in his annotations on 
Ruth, © A few years ſince I was intreated to ſee 
« a woman above fifty-nine years old, who was 
« delivered of two boys at a birth.” Why may 
not then Pope Joan (though fifty) be delivered 
of a fon? 

Again let us confider, that the multitude of 
Pepes above the Emperors was not by reaſon of 
their age, but by other accidents. In the firſt 
three hundred years while the Popes were gene- 
rally good, they were cut off by martyrdom; for 
though it be not true (as Onuphrius very well 
obſerves) that all the Popes from St. Peter's time 
to Sylveſter, were martyrs (which is confidently 
avouched by ſome of the Romifh party) yet I 
grant it for a truth, that moſt of them were fo. 
Now in ſucceeding times their number grew the 
greater, by their poifoning and murdering one 
another.  Diligently peruſe the hiſtory of their 
hves, and you ſhall find that of forty Po 181 de- 
cealed there was not one ſat a full year You 
will find that in a little more than nine years, 
there were nine ſeveral Popes: you ſhall find 
that one man in thirteen years, poiſoned. fix 
Popes: Ja/tly, you ſhall find, that God in his 
Juſtice did cut them off for their wicked and 
abominable tews lives and converſations. 
Liberius fat about fix years, faith Cardina} 
_ + Turrecremata, and then died an evil death, 
ce he died not for age, but with curſing.” 

Anaſtaſius the IId ſat not two years, but God 
ſtruck him ſuddenly for his wickednels, and he 
died miſerably : for he died as ſome lay, as 


* Faſcic. Temp. ad an, 904. 1 Sum. de Eccleſ. 
lib. 4. part 1. c. 9. 1 88 
Arias 
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 etrius the Arch-Heretic ; of which opinion ="; 


* Platina and 4 Stella, who ſay, In a houſe- 
te Of- office he evacuated his guts with his excre- 
© ments.“ h N 
Clement the IId continued in the papacy but 
nine months, and died not of old age, but poi- 
ſon; ſo ſays Genebrard and #neas Sylvius, 
Damaſcus the IId, who had a hand in poiſon- 
ing this Clement, kept the popedom but twenty- 
three days; not that he died of old age, but by 
the juſt judgment of God, that he might be an 


example to others, (as Platina obſerves) who - 


climbed to that dignity by unjuſt and indirect 
means, to which they ſhould aſcend by virtue 
and true merit. 7 5 Fog 1 
Benedict the VIth lived Pope no longer than a 
year and half, and then died in a gaol by ſtrang- 
ling or famine, as | Baronius is of opinion. 
 FViBor the IIId was no longer Pope but one 
year and four months, and died by poiſon ; ſo 
ſays Platina, Genebrard, Charanza, and Polo- 
nus; by the ſame means (as is ſuppoſed) died 
Pius the IIId. 5 
John the XIIIth, (alias XII) was ſlain in the 
very act of adultery, whether thruſt through by 


one that ſaw him in that poſture, (as Platina 


believes) or murthered by the devil (as Luit- 
randus imagines) Hiſtorians agree not in; but 


Turrecremata a Cardinal, takes that as more 


likely, that is moſt dreadful : for becauſe (faith 


he) the life of Pope Jobn was deteſtable, and in- 
tolerably offenſive to the Chriſtian people, 


s platina in vita Anaſtaſii 2. + Stella de Vit. Pont. 


ad annum 498. Annal. Tom. 10. ad anno 974. 
Turrecremata ſam. de Eccleſ. hb. 2. cap. 103. 5 
: D 2 there- 
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| therefore Chriſt himſelf pronounced againſt hire 
ſentence of condemnation: for, whilſt he was 
abuſing and vitiating a certain man's wife, the 
devil ſtruck him ſuddenly into the temple of his 
head, and he died as fuddenly without repent- 
ane. 

Boniface the VIIth ſat but ſeven months and 
a few days, and then the beaſt died, faith “* 
Krantins. 

Marcellus the IId lived but twenty-two toys 
in the papacy, not that he was very aged when 
he died (for he was but fifty-five years old) but 
for that he was poiſoned, becauſe ſome thought 
he would prove an honeſt Pope, T ſaith Gene- | 
brard. 

Fhat Sixtus Quintus, after the fath year of | 
his reign, was fetched away by the devil, by 
whoſe help he came to that place, I Sir Francis 
Breton, a Monk of the order of the Celęſtines, 
proteſted that a Prior of St. Bennet's Order, aſ- 
fured him at Rome; and the Jeſuits at Haly ſeem 
to believe no leſs by their own reports. To con- 
clude, it is the confeſſion of many Pontifical 
writers, that nfany Popes were ſhort lived, be- 
cauſe God ſaw they proved: monſters inſtead of 
pious men, and became a ſhame and ſcandal to 
the true religion; wherefore God in his juſtice: 
fnatched them- off from the face of the earth. 
Thus this argument of years hath its anſwer. 

It is again, ſay they, a moſt unlikely thing, 
that the whole Roman Clergy would chuſe a 


Pope without a bear, eſpecially if all the Clergy | 


39 Metrop. lib. $: cap. 1. + Chron, lib. 4. adi 
annum 1555. f I. his Declarat. made at Vendor, 
Jan. 28, 1601. | 
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in thoſe days, (as ſome write) were ſhaven. For 
men by ſhaving may make themſelves look like 
women, and women by often ſhaving may make 
themſelves look like men. * Johannes Pierius 
Valerianus, a learned man, imputes the error 
of the choice of Pope Joan to this, that the 
Clergy in thoſe days were generally ſhaven; for 
« by the means of ſhaving (faith he) the peo- 
« ple were ſo diſguiſed, that men and women 
c were in a manner undiſtinguiſhable ; and by 
< this it happened, that a woman was choſen 
6 Pope of Rome, to the perpetual ſhame and 
« infamy of that ſacred dignity.” Of the ſame 
opinion is 1 Chalchocondilas. Thus then ſince 
it was an ordinary thing for the Clergy to be 
ſhaven, why ſhould they diſlike her the more 
for want of a beard. 

But ſome may ſay, that this is very ſtrange, 
that in all that time, neither voice, countenance, 
nor actions ſhould not diſcover her. To this I 
anſwer, that if there be truth in Popiſh writers, 
divers women have lived longer among men in 
men's apparel unknown, than Dame bf 6, lived 
in the popedom. For Marina (as I Textor re- 
ports) lived all her life among Monks 3 in a mal- 
culine habit, and none knew any thing to the 
contrary but that he was a Monk. \ Euphrofina 
lived thirty-ſix years among Monks, and was 
reputed for a Monk; lo did Eugenia, Pelagia, 
and Margareta, and their ſex the while was un- 
ſuſpected. In our civil wars, a woman was ſix- 


* Pro barbis Sacerdotum, fol. 21. ad Card. Mediceu, 
Lon. anno 1533. + Lib. 6. de Rebus Turcicis. 
4 Text. in Officina Tit. Mul. hab. viril. ment. § Pet. 
de Natal. . ſanc. lib. 2. cap. 3. | 8 
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teen years a ſoldier ; and at length being tired 
with that kind of life, returned to her relations, 
and reaſſuming her priſtine habiliments, was in a 
little time married, and had ſeveral children. 
| The Romaniſts, to make this ſtory the more 
fabulous and improbable, ſay, that certainly this 
woman Pope (had there been any ſuch perſon) 
would not have been guilty of fo much indiſ- 
cretion, (eſpecially having the repute of ſo much 
wit and ſcholarſhip) as to go abroad in public, 
being ſo near her time; and venture to go in 
proceſſion, where ſhe muſt conſequently have 
the eyes of many thouſands fixed upon her, 
whereby, if no other accident ſhould happen, 
ſhe runs the hazard of a diſcovery. . To this I 
anſwer, that the time of child- birth is uncertain; 
for commonly vomen go ten months, yet ſome- 
times they come ſooner, at nine, eight, yea, and 
at ſeven months, as * phyſicians have obſerved. 
Honeſter women than Pope Joan have fallen in 
travail upon the highway, nay in the ſtreet ; 
their unexpedted pangs have come ſo faſt upon 
them, that they have been forced to take ſanc- 
tuary at the next houſe they could come at, and 
made bold with a ſtianger in a mean habitation, 
rather than be delivered in the ſtreet. Suitable 
to this is an obſervation of Theogbyla#; . A 
« woman (lays be) knows ſhe ſhall be deliver- 
© ed, but the time when, ſhe knows not; for 
e divers have been delivered in their eighth 
«© month, as they have been on a journey, not 
e imagining they were ſo near their reckoning.” 
Thus may this poor gentlewoman Pope Joan be 


Levin. Lemnius de occult, Nat. miraculis, lib. 4+ 
cap. 22 and 23, 
mul. 
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miftaken; and the rather, becauſe this might be 
her firſt that ſhe was delivered of; for we do 
not read, that ſhe had a baftard before ſhe was 
Pope : but certain it is, ſhe was delivered of a 
ſon in the open ftreet, and both expired imme- 
diately thereupon, who were buried together 
without any ſolemnity; and though the had borne 
the greateſt offices belonging to the Romifh 
Church, yet ſhe was interred without the com- 
mon ceremonies of burial. 

The ſacred Scriptures inform us, that God in 
his juſtice doth uſe to ſerve the greateſt princes. 
ſo who diſhonour him. Do we not read that 

| Fehotakim King of Judah, was to be buried with 
the burial of an aſs? Ferem. xxii. 18, 19. and 
we read in hiſtory, that many Popes. have had 
as ignoble ſolemnities. Boniface the VIIth, 
(faith * Baronivs) who fat after Johs the XVth, 
in four months died a ſudden death; and was ſo 
bateful to his own followers, that after his death 
they ſhowed their deteſtation of him, by reveng-. 
ing themſelves with blows on his fenſeleſs car- 
caſs, whilſt others with ſwords ran him through 
and through; after this they dragged him by 
the feet ſtark naked, till they came to the field 
which is near the place where Conſtantine's horſe 
ſtands, there they threw him ſrom them, and fo 
left him. Deborah, Rebekah's nurſe, was buried 
under an oak; and Rachel, Jacob's wile, (a far 
honeſter woman than Pope Joan) was buried in 
the way to Ephratb. This woman Pope could 
not have a burial too bad for her; a fatt ſo ex- 
traordinary, deſerved an extraordinary uſage ; 


Annal. Tom. 10. ad an. 985. è veteri Pontif. Vati- 
cano codice. 
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wherefore Papyrius Mafſonus queſtions the truth. 
of his ſtory, becauſe ſhe was not ſhameful enough 
handled ; for (faith he) had there been any ſuch 
Pope, the Romans could have done no leſs in 
equity, than after her death, to have hanged 
her up in chains. But how comes it about, if 
ſhe was delivered of a boy, that ſhe died in- 
ſtantly? Florimondus accounts this, as one of 
the abſurdities which attend this fable. If a: 
woman be once delivered of the fruit of her 
womb, there is no danger of death in his opi- 
nion. In the firſt place, ſhe did not die inſtant- 
ly, though ſuddenly, for ſhe was delivered of a 
boy before her death ; in the next place, I would 
fain know whether it is not common for women 
to die in child-bed, as well as in child-birth. 
Rachael was delivered of her fon Benjamin, and 
vet died ſhortly after, Gen. xxxv. 17, 18. Phi- 
neas's wife was delivered of her ſon Icbabod, and 
yet died preſently after, And if they died ſo, 
why not Pope Joan? 1 : 
But can ſhe be ſaid to have gone from the 
palace of St. Peter to St. Jobn Lateran, whereas 
the Popes laid not then in the Vatican, but at St. 
John Lateran itſelf, this“ Bellarmin and others 
do object; and Platina (ſays ſome) doth juſtify, 
that the Popes lay not in the Yatican till the year 
1350, which was in the time of Boniface the IXth. 
This is a great miſtake, for Bonzface, the IXth 
lived in the year 1390, not 1350, the like miſ- 
take there 1s in fathering ſuch a fancy upon + 
Platina. For Platina reports only; that the Va- 
ticen was repaired by Boniface the IX th; he faith 


+ Pellar. de Rom, Pontif. cap. 24. + In Vita Bo- 
niface, / | 


not 
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not it was firſt inhabited by him, though if he | 
had, the Pope might have gone to ſee the La- 
teran; for he had more than one houſe to folace 


. himſelf, and accommodate his retinue in befides 


the Lateran. He dwelt not always in that, for: 
Gregory the IVth *, built two ſtately fabrics for 
the Pope's ule, as Anaſtaſius teſtifies; and Leo the 
IIId, (as you may read in the ſame author) built 
another no leſs glorious, near to St. Peter's 
church, which ſtands in the Vatican, wherein 
Leo the IVth gave entertainment to Ludoviłe the 
Emperor. Beſides, hiſtory doth not mention 


that ſhe went from St. Peter's palace to the pa- 


| lace of the Lateran, but from St. Peter's church 
to the Lateran church, and yet might dwell in 
the palace by the Lateran; for Popes begin not 
their proceſſion from the next church adjoin- 
ing to them. F Leo the ITId appointed to go 
in proceſſion three ſeveral days before Aſcenſion- 
Aay; and he began the firſt day at one of St. 
Mary's churches, and ended at St. Saviour 
church; the ſecond day he began at St. Sabina 
the Martyr's church; and ended at St. Pauls; 
and the third day he began at St. Crofes church 
in Jeruſalem, and ended at St. Laurence's with- 
out the walls; ſo that this objection I conceive: 
is fully anſwered, and I ſhall endeavour to do 
the like to ſeveral others: and firſt, the Romaniſts 
cavil much about her different names before her 
papacy; ſome ſay ſhe was called Agnes, ſome 

Gilbert, ſome Jabel, ſome Margaret, 7 ne Tutta, 
ſome Juita, and others Dorothy, 


De vitjs Pontif. in vita Gregorii, + Platina in vita 
Leonis, | A 


This 
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- This is a meer forgery ; for I cannot read in 
any antient writers, that ſhe was called by any 
of theſe names; in ſome of later time I find 
ſome difference, one calling her Gilbert, and 
another Agnes; but of all thoſe whom I have' 
here inſerted, to aſſert the truth, and give in 
evidence againſt her, there is not above one or 
two, who either before or after her papacy, give 
her any other name than Joan. 915 

Secondly, They fay, that ſome of theſe au- 
thors I have alledged to vindicate this truth, do 
claſh and differ in opinion, ſome calling her 
Jobn the VIIth, fome Joby the VIIIth, and 
others John the IXth, and ſo faith Baronius. 
: iBaronius, by his leave, quotes no author for 
his affertion, and therefore I muſt: beg his par- 
don if I believe him not; for my belief ſhall ex- 
tend in this no farther than reaſon ſhall direct it. 
Beſides, whether ſhe be John the VIIth or VIIIth, 
the difference is not ſo great, for the like may 
be demonſtrated in other Popes, whom the Ro- 
miſh party cannot deny to be Popes. But who 
ſtyles her John the VIIth, or John the VIIIth, 
aſſuredly, neither Marianus, Scotus, Sigibert, 
Gotefridus, Viterbienſis, Polonus, Platina, Pal- 
merius, Trithemius, Faſciculus Temporum, Kran- 
tius, Alfonſusꝰ Carthagena, nor Textor, call her. 
neither Jobn the VIIth, nor John the VIIIth, 
but plainly 7h or Fan. Onupbrius indeed 
would perſuade the credulous, that Platina ſtyles 
her John the VIIIth, in theſe terms; This 
John queſtionleſs is the eighth, not the ninth, 
« as Platina accounts him; for though John 


ert the Woman, whom he talks of, had been Pope, 
| yet 


Dr Fore: fona'n:t 59 


« yet ſeeing: ſhe was not capable of prieſthood, 
« ſhe ſhould not go for one in the number.” 

This is another falſity ; for Platina calls her 
not Jobn the VIIIth, and therefore Onupbrius, 
or ſome perſon elſe, hath abuſed him: for proof 
whereof, I appeal to * Platina, printed in the 
year 1481, which was the year wherein Platina 
died; and to the next edition 1481, who ſpeak- 
ing of Jobn the woman in thoſe antient editions, 


he places no.numeral note on her head, but be- 


gins his ſtory thus, Fohn Exgliſb born at Ment, 
&c. neither ſtyles he the next g, but 8; for 
coming to that Pope's life, he faith, Jobn the 
VIIIch, by his country a Roman, Sc. for fur« 
ther proof of which later point, J appeal to the 
later editions, whereunto Onuphrias his an- 
notations are annexed; for though we read thus 
in them, Johannes nenus Patria Romanus, &c. 
yet that reading is falſe, and the antient reading 
true, appears by that which is written of the 
next Pope's life, to wit, Martin the IId, even 
in thoſe later editions. For I Platina ſhowing 
how Martin lived in the time of Charles the IIId, 
adds prelently, Quem ab Johanne VIII, Coronem 
accepiſſe ſcripſimus. Now Charles the IIId was 
crowned by Jobn next before Martin, accord- 
ing to Platina, wherefore the next before Mar- 
tin was John the VIIIth, according to the opi- 
nion of the ſame man, and not John the IXth, 
as Onuphrids would have us believe. Which 
overſight or fraud of Onuphr:zs was not ſo great, 
but that by this means he is forced to alter 

* Platina moritur Romæ, Anno 1481. Trithem. de 


Script. Eccleſiaft, verbo Bartholomæi. + Such as that of 
Coleu. 1574. f De vitis Pontif. in vita Martini. 


Platina's 
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Platina's numeral note, ſet to all the Johns that 
follow to call him John the Xth, whom Plating 
calls John the IX th; to call him the XIth, whom 
Platina calls the Xth, and ſo unto the laſt Bal- 
deſar Coſſa, who was in the number of Johns 
according to ancient editions the XXIIId, and 
not XXIVth, as he is numbered in the editions 
which Onuphrins comments upon. | 
Now, whereas the Romaniſts do alledge that 
the diſagreeing of authors about the time where- 
in ſhe commenced her papacy, and the time of 
her continuance therein, is an argument to prove 
the nullity of this ſtory, I ſay, no ſuch matter: 
in the firſt place, let them coniider the diſagree- 
ment that is among themſelves. Some that have 
written of Pope Lucius, ſay he was a * Roman, 
ſome a Tuſcan, ſome ſay he was the I ſon of 
Lacinus, and others of | Porphyry. Some ſay 
he was choſen Pope in the year 253, ſome 254; 
ſome 259, and others 275. Some ſay he ſat 
3 years, 3 months, and 3 days; ſome g years, 
and 5 months; and ſome 3 years, 7 months, 
and 6 days; which you may find 1n the authors 
quoted in the margin, and 25 no man e 
that Lucius was Pope. 

Again, do we not read the fame differctee i in 
the reign of Sergius the IIId; ſome will have it 
begin in { 903, others in * go7, Cc. ſome 
write that he ſucceeded tt Belle the IVth, 
others that he followed I Formoſus, others 


* Platina in vita Luci. + Anaſtaſius in vita Lucii. 
1 Idem. ibid. || Plat. & Onuph. loco citato. 9 Mat. 

Weſt. Flores Hitt. ad ann. 90g. ** Polon. in Chron. ad 
an. 907. ++ Herm. contractus circa an. 957. tt Luit- 


* Chriſto- 


prandi Cron. 


Or POPE JOAN. G2 


* Chriſtopher, &c. yet, whoever denied that 
there was ſuch a Pope. 

We read that the carcaſs of Feng F was 
taken up out of his grave by one of his ſucceſ- 
fors, and brought into judgment before a coun- 
cil of biſhops, and that it was diveſted of its 
papal robes, and clad with a layman's garment ; 
that it was inditted, arraigned, and condemned: 
but among thoſe that report this, there is a great 
diſagreement. For ſome ſay it was taken up by 
Sergius the IIId, ſome by Steven the VIth, fome 
fay it had two fingers cut off, ſome three; ſome 
ſay the head was chopt off, and ſome deny it ; 
ſome ſay the trunk was thrown into Tyber, and 
ſome ſay it had lay-man's burial; and yet who 
of the Romaniſts will deny the truth of this 
ſtory, by reaſon of theſe differences. Onuphrius 
denies it point blank, ſaying, The report 
« which goes concerning the digging up Foxms- 
« ſus's body out of his grave by ſome of his 
* ſfuece ſſors, are queſtionleſs fabulous and not 
e true, which is apparent by the, diſagreement. 
« and diſconveniencies which Are io be found 
among them who write of it.” Notwithſtand- 
ing the manifold differences in eircumſtances, 
Baronius durſt not caſt it off, as Onuphrius. For 
he ingenuouſly confeſſeth, it was ſuch a-villain- 
ous prank, as was never played before: I Inten- 
tatum hactenus ſcelus, and by reaſon of its bar- 
barouſneſs incredible; pre ſui immanitate amni- 
bus incredibile; yet he grants it true, and avows 
that they foully err, who deny what was dope 


„Baron. Annal. + Baron. An, Tom. 10, ad: an, . | 
1 Annal. Tom. 10. ad an. 897. Num. 3. 
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to the carcaſs of Formoſus: * 'Bellarmin- ſaith 
true in this; that It often happens, that men 


e are ſure ſuch a thing is done, when yet they 


« are not ſure of the manner how it was done; 
« or of ſome other like circumſtance.” The 
difference among writers about. circumſtance, 


| doth not weaken any man's argument touching 


the ſubſtance: if it do, I would have the Ro- 
maniſts for ſhame blot out St. Ur/ula, and her 
fellow holy-day out of their + Kalendar, and 
all the prayers they make to them in their 
primers, porteſſes, and breviaries; for there 


Vas never greater diſagreement among the rela- 


tors of any ſtory, than among the relaters of 
that. Some ſay, that Ur/ala was the King of 
Scotland's daughter; others ſay the King of 
Cornwall's daughter; ſome ſay her father was 
called Maurus, others Dionetbus, or Dionatus, 
or Dionicus the huſband ſhe was to marry, 
fome fay, was King of Little Britain; and one 
calls him #rberius, another Holofernes, and a 
third Conanus. Now in her company they fay 
there were only 11000 ladies, all virgins; others 
fay there were 60000 country maidens over and 
above: beſides, there were divers biſhops, and 
Tords temporal, who. accompanied them : nay 
Cyriacus, the Pope of Rome, like a good fellow, 


and a truſty Trejan, left his papacy, and fol- 


towed theſe Pilgrims, as ſome ſay, though others 
deny it. For ſome ſay they went in pilgrimage 
to Rome, though others do not hold that proba- 
ble; ſome ſay they were martyred on the ſea- 
coaſt; ſome ſay before the gates of Colen. Laaſt - 


Lib. 2. de Rom. Pont. cap. 5. + October 21. 
6 | : ly, 
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ly, ſome ſay that if any be buried in St. Ur/ala's 
church, though they be infants newly baptized, 
the ground will caſt them yp again; though 
others fay that that is a tale oF tub, and others 
fay it is as horrid a lie as e er Was framed. _ 
But to proceed; our adyerſaries do ſay, that 
Athens was utterly deſtroyed at that time, when 
it was ſtoried Jobn Engliſh, afterwards Pope Joan 
travelled thither with her learned companion, to 
ſtudy arts and ſciences. I utterly deny this: 
for Paulus * Amilius writes, that Gotefridus 
was made Duke of Athens, and Prince of Achata, 
about the year 1220; and afterwards that cer- 
tain pirates invading the country of Greece, flew 
the Duke of Athens, who was of the Houſe of 
Brennas, and took the city. In like manner we 
read in Mat. Paris, the Popiſh Hiſtorian, 
that Johannes de Bafingftocks, Arch- deacon of 
Legria, who died in the year 1252, ſtudied at 
Athens, and that: there he learned many things 
unknown to the weſtern churches. Beſides 
ZEneas Syluus,. who lived ſince that, affirms that 
in his time Athens was not totally demaliſhed, 
but had the appearance of a pretty town. So 
that the exception aforefaid, doth no way pre- 
judice the truth of this ſtory. br} i 
From this ſlender ſhelter I purſue them ta ano- 
ther, which is grounded on what C. Bellarmin 
writes, That there were no ſchools far learning at 
that time, neither in Athens, nor auy part of 
Greece. This he endeavours to prove, firſt by 
Syne/ius, who lived a little after St. Bafil's and 
Nazianzen's time, who I writ to his brother 
La. $ In Her. III. ad an, 1252. page i112. 
T la Epiſt. 1 fratrem ſuum. f J | lt / 2 
NN | that 
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that Athens retained only the bare name ofs an 

f univerſity. And ſecondly, he makes uſe of 
Zonorus and Cedrenus to back the former; who 
record, that in the ſole reign of Michael the 
Emperor, about the year 856, Bernardus Ceſar 
reſtored learning, Cum uſque ad illud tempus per 
annos Plurimos ita fuiſſent extinfta omnia ſtudia 

ſapientia in Græcia, ut ne ba 8e quidem atlem 
extarep. ; 

And doth this naphy that in Syne/tus's opi- 
nion there was no univerſity at Athens: I am 
of the opinion that Synęſius meant thereby, that 
Athens was an univerſity, though nothing near 
ſo famous and flouriſhing as heretofore; queſtion- 
leſs when * St. Bernard writ, that Peter Aba- 
lard had nothing of a Monk, but the name, and 

_ the cowl, his meaning was not that Peter was 
no Monk, but a ſorry one. And I am the 
rather induced to underſtand the words of 
SHnęſius to be ſo; becauſe Athens in St. Baſil's 
time (about 40 years before Synetus) was held 
the mother of learning, and therefore called 
Golden Athens by Greg. + Nazianzen. For 
who could think in ſo few years, learning ſhould 
e at an end, and that ſo famous an univerſity 
ſhould in ſo ſhort a time be utterly decayed ; 
but ſuppoſe there was no univerſity in Athens 
in Syngſius's time; what is that to prove there 
was no univerſity in Pope Foar's time at Athens, 
which was four hundred years after? That uni- 
verſity might revive, and get new life in ſo 
many years, as it did; ſor" two years after 
Smneſius's time, Boethins went to ſtudy at 


* Bernardi Epiſt. 193. + Baron. Annal. Tom. 3. ad 
an, 354. 4 In Monodia 1 in Bal Magni vitam. 
Athens, 
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dthens. te/te; Baxonio.; adding further, that the 
252 of philoſophy. was rig thers In Yale ? 


1 for Cedrenus, and Zonoras | 
| them, both in bringing them, into witne „ that 
there; were, .no\ſchopls, in any Pant gf Grew: ip 

Pape Joan s time. For theyr:lay:np.more;.. but 
that learni ng was not regarded a long -pme 20 
fore Bar Ceſar 3 $0EF. dornot:lag that, it was | 
quite extin&, but almoſt lg neglefla 
„ 7 probe omnino ertindta exal, 1 ne ein 
71 uidem jus 6 „Bar ar 
life 4 by e all thi Feral nes 
and appointing publick Hrofelſſors, and giui 
Supends aut of the Exchequer, as Cedr, an Exon 
as write 3 but certainly he. raiſed, i; not, 2 
imply to life; for Had it had no heiſg at. 
zine, how, could he ſo ſud only 
profefiprs to Turn bis ſchogls 2, We may! 
4095 ace en 


HL 


in Lonors,. t a Ls lame time 
noted., Philoſop d Lea ho ſtudied at 
| E Habbo his ſcholars man 
ul Mathemajicians, AS Lr it he den 

that abgut the year 6 ol Fen 
held at Conſtenlinople - wherein 1 were man 
emigeng hilhops of Greece, and Ing, he wk 
the, *,rhilhop,, of, Athens... The er 
a a ee llc Þ bona yeora hier, 
at which, there, ere more 'biſhops. of Gre 
A e ormgr. „ Ther was 2 5 | counch 
held at Conſtantngptle, Which, in. im er #55897 
ed either it L mer creebles WAN 
IS bd wahenis.it credible, that 

1. Cong. U 7 

wy T5 2 _ eh; * f R cee 


councils 


* 
Os 


tame her f ſeholars, ſo” 


„ a 
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- 


Sduptits - conſiſting of many biſhops ſhout be | 


kepr in TR Ie -Greere-utterly * vin 
kearning, 8 IT 
- Now as theſe abuſers of truth geiy Me there 

was any learning at that time in Vrecee, lot 
wilt norallow-that there was any o n profe 
bf Jearning in thoſe days in Rome, berauſe they 
would deny the faft of Pope Foan's going thith 

and chat as fhe profeſſed pablickly allmanner o 
learning, whereby the greateſt dodtors there be- 
e preached, and won- 


derfully e ine . Sage ert! ol der 
e 
i es day, t WIR one 
dur Saxon ) buik a ſchool in Rome, a Ut 
pole ys of Pope Joum in die year 
747 7 it io of England, and dheſt 
ildren, the, biſhops ptieſts, and- the 1 ef | 


in he night 80 repair Fahey to be infiru 
Nath faith, and afterw $\ return 

i? which ſchool flouriſhed in 1 Te f 

g Ring 0 e end contindbed at leafs. tin 
2 For ve read, th Maru; 'who 
was Pope th $84; \ Freed it fröm all ts at 
the requeſt öf 4 3 No is it Fikety chin fach 


4 7 LA bunt and mainaihed”' * 
purpoſe, ere no Jearnit 4 - 
ono ?'*Moregyer, we. re F . 


ooh 1 he famę tity „i ih HE of 
VIth, in te Fear 563. For all the 
ei Rome with 


| conetirret; and 
; 1245 ki borne bes ENS 
Was troybled He hk 


55 betet 
wy "Told; ad 


* ende. | * | | | Wir | 


Soph th 


— — * 


2 


n 1 Or POD A AN. 1 Bp 


Hy: them; thus ſajch An in the life 
— Pope? and is. ĩt e belie! 
theſe; ſchools! were without waters, ae an p 


«a 


profeſſors? © ia, . 
© 


But © Banonins| thinks. a buy 
ſtory, in —— -oblivion;. thus, faith. he, 
Leo the Vn lived tothe year 255 Marianus 
Scotty, the: firſt”: promoter of thi „ ry, told a 
eſt untrutſ, in + per that this Joan Was 
choſen Pope in the year 853 ; for by buys conf: | 
| * 3 LeotheI 2 "hut Leo the In wed « 
Ergo, Mariahus Scotus —— nal . 


nor 1 he year 2 bat in boon | 

_ figures in the margin. And it is, plain by - 
conference of years, that he meant Zo*ngte. out 
the 855: for her entrance, and not the 853, 
For. Baedig the IHd, who fucceede her, eu. 
tered not by his account tl: mY or 957 3 ou. | 
if ſhe had entered in $43, the whip. | 
four years, or thereabouts ; wherezs: be þ 
notes, that ſhe was W put two years, food 
months, and four days. Secondly, it is, plain 
by Mariamis Scotus, t Sergius the IId began” 
his Popedom in the year 844, and ſat three 


years; and it is as plain, that 28 IVih, 
1 


next ſucceſſor to Sergius, began his 

847,” and ſat eight years; ho. add; 

odd ſums to 840 and the.produft. will he 88 

ſo that whoever ſucceeded: Lo the WILD 
begin in be year 863, and that was -Zolnnthe 


| woman; Pope la Marianza s Opinion, 915 Loh | 
» Whodyer will conftit e ai, vs _ 
chroughly ſatisfied. "Ns 5 * 


„e As | Flprimondus 


—_— 
- + > \ — 
we Ms # <0 0 5 . 
— . ” b 6 N 1 INT" < 0 * 
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: " Florimondus would make us believe · hat 
the moon is made '6f green-cheeſe;* för; (fays | 
he) we read nothing in hiftory of her reformin 
the church, of her determining of cauſes od 
queſtions ufually propoſed by biſhops to them 
chat are Popes; of any intercourſe or i affaits 
that ſhe had with King or Emperor; Wherefore _ 
certainly, had there been any ſuch pu, Pope, 
her actions, as well as her bare name, would 
have been regiſtered by hiſtorians 
He might as well queſtion, whether there 
ever: was'an "Anaſtaſmis'* the THd, who ſat two 
ears and "upwards; and yet no hiſtorian tells 
Phat he did in that affair; only Platina writes, 
he afield nothing worth commemoration; > We 
read of no great matter done by Leo the VIIch, 


who. fat” three years, fix months, and was > 
f very a drone as the other, for any thing w 


read; he neither reformed the chief; nor re- 
bplved any biſhop his doubts,” nor imermeddled 
Vith the Affairs of princes' / and wlliereas the 
author aforeſaid may pretend, that in that age 
be Pope Joan Tived; there wete great con- 
tfoverſies between the eat and weſtern church, 
at in nl tmany princes ant emperors: reigned, 
ho wort 3 as much ſignalized for their virtue, as 
Wet? gnity ; that in it many men of great 
schi ed, und therefore if ĩhere had been 
* any eh monſter then, they could not have paſt 
fn flence;” No more they did, as I have 
Ateady proved; neèither was there more variety 
_ of matrar fell out. in that 4 ge thaw ordinary; 
though ſome would have us believe, that be · 


el Flor. kin e. 25 ndr N 34 Platina is rs drafts? 7. 
dl memoria agen grſtuma ell. | ge 


teten 


„ O F. o E 10 | fg 
deen the. eaſtern and. eltern churches, there 


p FRE a great controyer ue contention about 
images, and that many, e were held, &c. 
This is a poſitive untruth; for all ſtories teſtify, 
that the difference. between thoſe two. churches 
about ae ire began, in, the former. Ages; - and 
though they continued Tome few, years in 
dhe beginning of the gth century, yet there was 
2 talk of that water. for ſeyeral Fe rote 
Tong! Joan's days., 55 for the learned 
of that age, us giyes this Account of 
them: Thoſe 21 lor: learned men in that 


age, who were but bare: Gramimarians ;” ;” and 
' therefore-were therenever. lo many, Pope Joan' 8 


acts might paſs unwr 
++, oof ph be. cs ol that this female! Pontif 
crowned no kings or ewperors, heithef di p 
_ 7 2 Pope N the cer emony. of 
_ ipauguration. But we rea: d.that ſhe, gave orders, 
!ſhe conſec biſhops, ſhe adminiſtered” the 
 Jacraments, and performed all other offices 
longing: 29h the Papacy; this truth js "ieftified 
mat only by. John Bale, but by T Cornelius Ari | 
Hu, a man highly commended by 1 1 Leo ee 
and ina Nook, of. his. ſolemnſy privileged, b 
Car les che V th eY artre vii iy 5 


And let me nat, fo et to anſwer one 2 | 
F objettion more, whic Be bs Fapilh alledge apainſt 
the truth of this ſtory.; Rat 


if | 43 


| ineluffabilis, ſaith 
| Genebrard in his 7 and this is it. 
I About A hundred and evebty years afigr il this 


„Farbe: Annal. Tom. 9. ad un, Bel Non 12. 
99 158. vanitate Scient. 1 p. "Whee de ſectis Monaſticis. 
eo. 


iſtol. E. iſt.” 3 IX. Ep "A, . 
ö Hot 65 ae Nea f 1.55 fr Ty it ais. = 
'L F invanded 


50 | env 1 l av D* A TH 


invented fabulous ele gie ef Pope Foul, in the 
| Jen our 4575 ort e Supt (gps the 
atriarch of 0h feat „ being in ſome con- 
100 ation, with” Rome 212 the IX th wrote a letter 
10 Micha? the pat Fur of * Conſtantinople, re- 
Sethe certain abuſts of that church; and 
among others,” that they were {aid to. 'have pro- 
moted Eunucbs to priefthood, and thereby alſe 
a. eater 1hconveniente' fallen ont, chat a wo- 
man had craftily” crept in to be a Patriarch. 
Now 1 no doubt (lay they) Leo would never have 
durſt to write thus, if the Patriarch might have 
retorted upon bim that this Was but u flanderoùs 
report, fa b agathift the church of Con 
Hantinople; but that a voman indeed; had been 
F 40 the Pontiffczte at Rome! 
To me this is nat un unanſwerable argu- 
meht, We need only bbſevve, that it is not un- 
10 'vithPapiſts to object that againſt others, 
of which they themſelves ſtand moſt: guy; and 
with the volger Proverb to ty who firſt. They 
ave exclaimed, for i gende, againſt the clergy 
. of England for in ; and yet is it not 
25 Known, how Wer Pri ſts and'Monks; like 
fed horfes have neighed after their 'neigh- 
bours wives, and their nuns have opened their 
feel (io uſe the + Prophets pbraſe when be 
ſpeaketh of ſuch) to every one chat paſſed by, 
ny have multiplied their whoredoms.” Tuceo 
| 4 f ornicationibus, c. faith f Nick. Clemangis, 
ſpeaking” of the Romiſn prieſts. I ſay nothing 
.of your Prien fornications and adulteries, from 


* 7 r, | + 1. De Pr ſyliby 
d in e- e, 0 157 . vo 3 


5 N | 
Der 8 lieh 


RE 9 . ®ZPP.E J. 0 4 3 * 4 7% 
hich crimes fm: any oy be free, he is made a 
GEE uſ/que 2 299 Perſugfm habent, "faith the 


ſame man....,;The,lay-people. are, io. conyinced 
| » 450 incontinence of all prieſta, chat, A | 
they wow not admit. of a. pariſh prieſt, | 

yon oncubing , of. His rs that, ſo 
might preſ qr a 20 n Ef 
nor is,, ndl an rity. 
1: forhicantur complureg, W ſry 


Wee ene Lene eden db Vid. 4 5 
c mmit, eto een? ieren monks, 8 
converts. and are delivexedof ſonsand a 
within their monaſteries, which ere, got b 
choſe perſons ſotnicator:like, if nat inqeſluoul- 
hy Hand vbich is moſt. to be jamemed, very 
many, of theſe nuns bye internal receptions, de- 
Rroy:4he fruit of theit womb, and many. il 
them after they axe rn, * 

+ Quid, otzſacro c What, I beſerch.you,:; are 
: merten hut curſed ſtews, and ee 
<, places or wanton and ; ſhameleſs, youth to 
« ſatisfy their Iuſis in F S0 that nay it is Ay one 
4 e e eee de make her a 
— 1 re. Pr $3 - | 15 n im Ca 1 

+ Johannes, Crenenſs, a Romilh, Candinal, 

held a cuncil at London in the year, 4 128, 
„ bitterly — ſuch r 

as kept concubines, meaning Jawful wives, ſay- 

ings ſupmunycelss; it wa a damnable ſin for 

2 l to ariſe from the fide of a More, 45 

« go * adminiſter the body of Chriſt. 


4 Ni de cor upto Etecleſ. ſtatu. + He? Brant % 
ingdon, Hiſt. Lib. - ad ay; 1125. Roger Henetes Anal. 


s prior in Hes, I. 1126. | 
7 | E 4 Whereas, | 
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og and ir any of us ate ſo confident, we 


* 3 o 
F nartod nn doms- fo ing 9s — ws. FRA * 
mu —— — —— 


red to biſhoprie 8, 
Have neither fead, or heard, or learned the holy 


Sr — a _—_ 


4 Genen de dictis & (ir, A 


Whereas, Are to tell; he himſelf- was found 

that night in bed \ vith's proſtitute aſter he had 

ſaid mags. | ; (en G 635g BIG 13A) 

5 9 75 ey enen of inoratjes,, N 
be dere not diſpute with them in matter 


ly baffled, Se not Able to produce fo 
gaents Hh on defenet as our 
aeg ff IJ jr 0 "appending theteiſelves; 
and deba Defy bs, yet it is eaſy to prove that 
their prieſts 2d et he Ay nike the 


threeſcbore Ahouſahd Ninevites; ho had not ſo 
much wit a8'to diſcern between their leſt hand 


their ri t,? WOT ont ti * E ifi unn 
Videas udmitti in n Ke. ſalth - Cle. 


mung is, peaking of the ignorant of the Ro- 
miſh Clergy, Vou may ſce ignorant and illi. 
terate perſons advanced” to the prieſthood 
and other holy orders; and farther” eom- 


bare there now a. da) ys prefer- 
who fo much as degree 


ains, ho ir 


ly 
Scriptures; and ſirens {faith Duarenus) n 
« this age biſhopricks and parſonages are be- 
« ſtowed on molt unlearned and irreligious men, 


in keriptüte knowledge far inferior to the 
+ Laity.”  Pudedt Ialiæ, faith Aincas Sylv. + It 
is à ſhame to Italy that her Prieſts never read 


over the New Teſtament; and as another fays, 


Cakes, regimina, the government of che 


ches, even at Rome, id commhted to unwor · 
* it] 4 10 14 #5 3741 1449 17 424 FE, A 18 0 » 


De Sac. eccleſ. Miniſt. Ab. TY . 
Regis 2. 
Apopthegm. 17. e e 4s 1 


2623 4 


'Sig „ 3314. : 1 | a thy 


* * 1 F . ; "RY 4 s 1 * > ” 
TOW * * 2 % „ >. 4 


— 
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thy perſons who are fifter to webe ge | 
bi of müles chan men: W "Pi 3k 
© Clemangis ſpeaking of the Romin iy Js res; 
_ faith; Siguis deſechiofus eſt, e! If there e any 
, laty fellow, one that win not work, but ins 
« duige his ſerifes, he is reſtleſs tin he is be: 
i prieſted; und when be is made one, and bath 
„ Botten 4 benefice, he conlbrts wit bis fell 
*prieſts as ſenſual as himſelf, and then he and 
they live more likk epicures than chriſtians ; 
drinking eating, revelmy,” playing, damning; 
« and fig ing : ' whilſt others, as they come 
* reakitig”hot from filthy carnal defiſements, 
r addreſs themſelves to the Holy Altar“ 
A ſciſtuntur mtc, (ſaith + Platina! Now 
a days; not "oily ſervants and vulgar perſons 
© are admitted to 155 of the Clergy, bits every 
| 2 vile fellow, and the offaptinig of ſuch ike 
„pers? or 234: $5 
- 4: The:worlt of courts? n aid bloody 
* ſoldiers (a thing never heard of before among 
_ <© chriſtians): are alFon'@ ſudden thruſt in upon 
the chũreh to manage it ĩn God's ſtead; yea, 
boys and 'youngſters are made biſhops and 
e prelates in the church,” faith I Lindan. 
The Bimop of Dun tell, in Scotland, thanked 
God that he knew nothing either of the Old or 
New. Teſtamem a' circmpſlance fo notorious, 
that This "ignorance (of dhieh he was To little 
. aſhamed) became afterwards ptoverbial. To 
theſe-teſl imonies, I. mall e ee add, for the rea- 


* De e ee date: 15 levi — 
x Panopli ib, . ap: 77. 7 gs 1 
Having 
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Whereas: Aire” to te rm al f. vas found 


that pight in bed with '# prot after he had 
1 inafs. - KA * Sa Cain e 1. 
ain, hey enden of ignorance, f. 
1 re dare not diſpute with them in matter 
e "aH0'if any of us ate ſo eonfideſt, we 
am paffled, being not Able to produce fo 
maß arguments in ür own! deferice as bür 
advortane OG us,/applatding themſelven, 
and debafing us; and vet it n eaſy to prove that 
their prieſts 0 monks are ehera Alike” th 
Are re thouſand Ninevites, Who had not ſo 
woc Wit Ws diſcern between theiß gelt band 
their fi N orfnont tio | 
ideas a in Facerdotium, &c. muh Ci 
mangis, ſpeaking of the arr of the Ro- 
miſh Clergy, Vou hay ſce ignorant and illi. 
„ terate perſons advanced to the prieſthood 
« and other hoy orders; and Fartinehs eom- 
plains, how many are there now a-days prefer- 
red to” bilhoprieks,” ho fo much as eurſorily 
Rave neither read; or heard; or learned the holy 
Seriptures'; and freu {faith Duarenus) In 
« this age biſhopricks and parſonages are be- 
i ſtoweq on moſt unlearned and irreligious men, 
in keriptäre knowledge 'far inferior to the 
* Laity.” Pudedt Italiæ, faith Aineas Sylv. + It 
is à ſhame to Italy that her Prieſts never read 
over the New Teſtamemt; and as another ſays, 
. regimina, the government of dhe 


ches, even at Rome, tsromminted to unwor- 
0102 e eee ot nie -4 Ii 1 


7,” De: Sac. EY Miniſt. Benef. 1 * , 
wente. de difis & e - Ala, Regia Hö. 2. 


Le egm. 17. Mitt t: 4 1 
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5 rlons, who are fifter to th kee 
ki ome men. e bas 425 
lemangis ſpeaking "af the'R be che 

faith; Siuis deſtdioſus eſt, & yp thers 
«© lazy fellow, one chat wiff not work, bet 10. in- 
« dulge bis ſenſes, he is reftleſs tin he is be 
a priefted; and when he is made one, and hath 
46 Sehen 4 benefice, he conſbrts with his fellow 
«/prieſts\as'fenſual as himſelf, and then he and 
they live more lik epicures than chriſtians; 
drinking, eating, reveling, playing, damning, 
and fighting ; whilſt others, as they come 

U reaking het from filthy carnal defiſements, 
«' addreſs themſelves to the Holy Altar. 
Aſciſtuntur ume, (ſaith # Plating) © Now 

Fig days; not ofily ſervants and vulgar perſons 
0 are adinitted to 75 of the Clergy, bite every 
vile fellow, and "we offipribg « of ſuch like 
__ Bet Ld} 4-165 
be vort bf court oureieys? orlorn aha blood 
ft Soldiers (s thing Noyes heave of before rand 
_ © chriſtians): are aon ſudden'thruſt in upon 
the chüreh to manage it in God's ſtead; yea, 
ere and youngſters are. made biſhops and 
e prelates in the church, faith I Lindan. 
The Bi Mop of Dunteid, in Scotland, thanked 
. Godithat he ow: nothing either of the Old or 
New Teſtamem ? a ci 2 ſo notorious, 
that ue dunee 'of Which he was To little 
aſhamed) became afterwards ptoverbial. To 
cheſe teſfimonies, I. hall only add, for the rea- 
ders further entertainment, a ſaying of an Arch- 


biſnin of, Mentz, which, is ſtill upon record. 


i De congyts Heclef bst. le vit beaimi. 
x Panoplize bb. 1 N 77. P. Jo. | 
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ving accidentally mat with aBible.;a 


mg a | 
ſweret, that he cquld mee hut that qa 
cluded it muſt be ſame heretical performance, 
as the Dogripe. it contained 2 7 the FEF: re · 
verſe e of the Church of Rome. 
Maga the 25 8 | 38 0h ignorance, ſo 


ed 1 the RAG the Apples. that 72 
never gave ear to novelties; that the Po bare: 
ir bre- 


decefiors had ever 7 r bee 


thren according to Chriſt's commandment to 
Peter for proof hereof, he appeals to all the 
world. In like manner 7 Pope Nicholas boaſts, - 
"that, none of the; Popes was ever ſuſpctied.to 
have held an error; whereas Victor was ſuppoſed _ 
to have held, that Chriſt was pure man and no 
God, which, is; aueſted by, f Hr 44 69 Sephe- 
rinus was ſuſpected of Oc 7 ris faith & Ter- 
tullian.; Marcellinus facrifieed 10 idqſg accord - 

ing to f. US, and, acknowledged by Bellar- 
min, 1 ahough enied in part by * Lie- 
rius ſubſcribed to Arian's. hereſy; ſa ſays Aiha- 
Hu, Jerome and  Sozomen'; and 10 be. ſhort, 

that. Henarius the, It was a Monathelite, and for 
that condemned by name in the ſinth and ſe- 
venth general councils; not i mention Pope 
Leo X. boaſting that the church was enriched 
dy che fable of Chriſt, - From hence 1 gather, 
that Pope Agatho was not 2 in his judeꝰ 


In E piſtola's. ad Im atarem. 1 In Epiſtela +: 
Michaclem. f Hiſt. Ecel. lib. 5p. cap. al. 5 Contra 


* 
E 9 * 


ment, 


I In Poatificall i in vita Marcelli. 
801 rl 


- 
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of that ohurch are leſs fallible. It is not their 
bare ſay ing that this is ſo and that-not ſo;4but 
the proof they produce muſt be conHdered 9 20 
rg ha 4 i FS oe ak hw. | 

And bow the-Papiſts, at a lob bes to ſay for 
pies andgtragoe this, * that though men at 


'that-time» had dern ſo far bewitched or mope- 


n as mot to diſtinguiſh. a man from a wo- 
| man; yet God himſelf, who appointed and or- 


dained the ſeat of Peter to be the rule and di- 
-reaion of dhe whole: church, ſheuld never have 


fo. far from hi«merciful Providence, 
a8 to ſuffer the ſame to be polluted by a Woman 


| incapacitated for holy orders, and a Futana Er- 
unte to boqt- 1 IR 301 at. 24 pe1 farns to r 36 


3:2 E would; emaye y underſtand, be undaidege 


the Almighty 
by a:woman; as by ſo many monſters and beaſts 


men, as ſevefal pontifical writers have diſ- 
covered; Who ingenuouſly. have confeſſed the 


wild actions of their brethren, to their everlaſt- 
ing ſhame and inſamy. "Why might ſhe not fit | 


there as well as + Sabinian, whom though a 
Pope, on account of his wicked life, I cannot 


call by a name bad enòdugh; and as he lived 


ſinfully, he died fearfully. Why might ſnhe not 
ſit there as well as Stephen the VIth, who digged 


up the carcaſs of Pope Fur moſus his predeceſſor: 
and; as if living, had it arraigned before a coun- 

cil of biſhops, and condemned, c. as JI have 
before recited. Why might ſhe not fit there as 


„Aunotat. in Plat. in vita Joban. B. Hardi * 


iT *. Op 
in his anſwer: tolBp. — 5 1 „ 
Ton ad an. 64. FA | 
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well as Bonzſacs ibe VIIch, who robbed 4 
Pete, $ church, and fled for a time to C 
* nople;; who afterwards by ſimony, and the my 
der of two Popes, got into the papacy; ho in 
miſchief, excelled all the ruffians and banditties 
of his time for cruelty ; and ſor the ruin of his 
country Sylla, and Catiline come ſhort of him. 
Thus much f Baronius confeſſes; and:at length 
as he lived like a brute, ſo he died like a beaſt: 
theſe are his words, Bonifacius Vl, annumerun- 
dus inter Famoſos latrones & potentiſſimus | graſſato- 
res atque patrie proditores Syllas & Catilinas ho- 
runque ſimiles, quos omnes fuperavit jarrilegus ie 
* nece duorum Pontiſitum. And why 
the not fit there as well as Sylueſter the 
IId, chat notorious ſorcerer, who gave himſelf 
doch body and ſoul to the devil, that he might 
get the are and whilſt living, was hurried 
away | whither no mortal ever yet. could tell. 
Patina, in the Lives of the Popes, writes thus 
of him. © © Sylveſter: the IId, being damnably 
-©£. ambitious, got firſt by bribery. the arch- 
'< biſhoprick of Rheims, then that of Ravenna, 
:<, and. after that, by the devil s help, the biſhop- 
A rick of Rome; yet v this condition; that 
hen he died, he ſhould be wholly his by 
'« whoſe means he had attained ſuch! dignity.” 
Sigibert conſeſſeth in a manner the fame thing, 
for he faith, he got the popedom by indirect 
' courſe, For he was ſuſpetted of necromancy 
the like is affirmed by Cardinal 1 Henno, y 
4. Martians: Polonus, by || Stella a Veueuian, by 


+, Plat. i in vita Beni. Annal. Tom: 16. ad annum 
985. num. 1. 21 Ve vita & geſtis Hildebrangi.' _ 8 In 
Thron. ad an. 1007. | De. vitis * in of 91. 2. 

1 hil:pp us 
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 ® Phillippus Bergomenſis, by f Ranulfus Ceftrenſis 
by Maitheus Weftmonaſterienſis, Faſciculus Ten- 


4 : 


- 
4 


Forum, by Charanza, and by Æneds Syluius. © 
Milliam of Malmſbury, having related the ſame 
ſtory in effect wien the above-named writers; 
ſuppoſeth that ſome might reply, this is but a 
made tale, becauſe the common people are 
wont to ſay, that ſcholars, who are ſingular or 
excellent in any thing, are cunning men, or 
deal wich the devil; yet he concludes, that he 
believes it for truth; for 4 ſaith he, © 1 am ve- 
* rily- perſuaded, Sylvefer was ſuch a villain, 


©. becauſe of the ſtrangeneſs of his death.” For 
why ſhould the hutcherly fellow have torn, his 
. own: fleſh; as he did, but that he was guilty, of 
ſome ſtrange fin. e e - 
To proceed. why, might not Pope Joan fit in 
the papal chair as well as Benedi the IX th, that 
| blackeſt of monſters, ag, Patina calls him, Te- 
terrimum Monſtrum, who got the po edom when 
be was twelve years. old, 4 who when, be was 
caſto out: for his, unworthineſs by rang band, 
_got:it'again. within few days after; and El Fear 
be eould not keep it long, ſold it to, another for 
money; who aſter his death appeared partly 
like an aß, partly like, a bear, f confeſſing that 
he carried ſuch a ſhape, becauſe he lived ſo 
my like a beaſt in his life, 
Why might me not. fig in St. Peter's chair as 
vell as |-Boniface the VIIIth, who, when accord- 


Supplement. Chron. ad. annum 997. 1 In 
. Folychepas Jik, 6, cap. 14, Cc. . Lib. 2. de geſtis 
Rerum Aug. cap. 10. fol. 36, 5 Sigonius de Regno 
lralia, ib, g. ad annum 1948. {| Per, Crinitus de 

honeſta diſeip. lb, 8. Cap. 13. „5 7 : le ak ; 
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78 THE LITE AND DEARTH 


ing to cuſtom o6n//h-Wedneſday, he ſheuid hivs 


lafd-aſhes upon an archbiſhop's'head-and-ireh{ 
iouſly told him, that he was but *aſſtes and 
Foul return to aſhes, he caſtthem'inithe arth- 
biſhop's face and eyes, maliciouſly-telling 'himt 
that he was a Gibelline, and that he ſhould: die 
with the Gibel/ines ; of whom Cæleſtine his pre- 


deceſſor, a man famous as they fay for-miracles; 
* propheſied that as he entered like a' fox, he 


ſhould' reign like a lion, and die like a dog; 
which fell out accordingly. {1 1 7 4 15th 
Why might ſhe not fit there as well as Cre: 
gory the VIIth, commonly known by the name 


of Hildebrand, who ſet the 1 chüreh and com- 


monweilth on fire; who hired a villain to tum- 
ble down great ſtones from the battlements of a 
church upon the Emperor's head, to eruſh him 
to pieces, whilſt he was at prayers, as Cardinal 
Benno reports; who caſt the Sacrament into the 
fire; who uſually carried about him a eonjur- 
W eee who ſoundly baſted his predeceſſor 
Alexander; who vreſted the ſeriptures to eover 
his lewdneſs; I who at his death confeſſed; that 
the devil ſet him on work to provoke God to 
wrath: againſt the world. . 12 enn 
Why might ſhe not ſit there as well as John 
the XXIIId, (Onuph.: Appendix 23.) who was 
fitter for a camp, than for the church; for pro- 
fanenefs,” than fof piety ; as knowing no faith, 


m , 


no religion at all; who vpenly profeſſed that 


Aſcendiſti ut vu}pus, regnabis ut Deo müfferis ut 
Canis, & ita ſane contigit, 7 bo, Wal/inghans in” Bdut as 
+. Abbas Ufperg! ifs tn Chron. ad an, 189. 4. pi Flo- 
rentinus ideen in Chron. pige 68. Man pa in 
Guil. Conqueſt, an. 10866. e e ee, 
Sees there 
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mere was no life after ihis, bur that it was with 
men as with beaſts; who, in à word, lived ſo 
ſrabdalouſty, that he wus commonly called the 
devil incarnatee.. 
„ Why might ſhe not gr there as well 5 
the XIIch, who made deacons in a fable; 
who made a boy of ten years bd a biſhop; who. 
made the Lateran a common bawdy-houle ; 
who drunk to the devi; who, When he was at 
ww _— „ey and Venus! and other 
heathens ; who at length 
vas Hain even by the deviſ himſelf, whilſt he was 
vommitting aduhtery, as 1 faid before. If it 
cannot be denied that God hath ſuffered theſe, 
and at many as wicked as any of theſe: (except 
the laſt rexited) to ſeat themſelves in St. Peter's 
chair, as they call it, we need not 1 with 
+ Antonius, at the flory of Pope r 
And no let me aſk any Romaniſl this qt 
tion, How ſhould this tale of Pope Jun Aide. 
if there had not been * Was there 
ever ſuch a fmeak and no fire; ſueh a 
and. no(ptedability 7 Te this ſome. Romaniſts 
reply that/great” lies always ariſe but of ſome 
ruth: Ownia's — bs atiqua veritate 
_ Wighrem babent, laith Onphrigs in his notes o 
Platina in the life of Pope ; and ſd did 
this, con ſeſſing that Jobuthe XI Ith was a whore - 
maſter, and!arh6ng; uther of his Bons Roda's, 


there was dne Joan; who was aff in 4 
With him, New tlie people pereeiving what 
Sricereſt ſhe had in, Mrs on ae Ke, in 


3 of him, gave her the appellation of 


„ Loitprand. Flik. de Europ. geſtarum, lib. . 5 
8. & — 5 — . — fect. R * 
12 * N Pope. 
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Pope. Whereupon the church's enemies togk | 
occaſion to flanger.ithe. church, as [though tha 
church had (indeed) a woman Pope. And 
this “ Onupbrius proves out of Luilprandus Tis 
cinenfis, a writer of that age; who affirms, that 
John the XIIth had three famousftrappmg/con- 
cubines, of 0 2. the handſomeſt, and 1 5 
quently the be beloved, Was called Joan. In 
anſwer hereunto, I read in, &, Luitprandus, ju 
the place cited by, Onuphrius, that John the 
XIIth kept one eminent w ore whom he alle 
Raynera, whom he made governeſs of many 
cities, and on whom he beſtowed many golden 
eroſſes, and chalices belonging ta St. Petar's 
church; and relates further, that be kept ano 
ther called Stephana; and that he debauched 
and vitiated married wives, | widows; and yir- 
gins, who came to viſit the apoſtolical churches; 
and withal writes, that he kept a third called 
Anna. who was a widow, and that he kept her 
niece to boot, making the palace Lateran no 
better than a brothel; but he. no where mens 
tions any Joan, on whom that continent ane 
worthy head of the Romiſh/ Church John the 
XIIch doted. Onupbrius then, we are to ſup- 
poſe, ning IpeBagles, miſtook Faanng for 
Anna. » A 0 11 „A. 67. Mn 
But ſay ſome, Jobn the tha made biſhop 
of Bononia, then of Ravena, and at laſt Pope of 
Nome, by the means of one Theedars, a famous 
ſtrumpet, who in thoſe days at Rome, ruled:zall 
affairs e on: political) No it being 
generally obleryed- how prevalent this Theodora 
vas wil n this Toby, and how much a flaye he 
55 * 8 .d1 . ä 6 807 * 8 
K. I as 


— 


0 


5 4 Or . 0% % 148. 


85 ns to all her humours and commands, he Wag 


concluded to have deſerved rather the name gf 
# woman: than a man, and therefore they called 
bim Joan, for John; 27 and upon this aroſe. the 
report of Pope Fon: and to back this aller- 


tion, * Aventinus, a German, is produced; but 


Genebrard; whe is a profeſt rigid Papiſt, differs 


in opinion 3. for ſaith. he, Aventinus, lib. 4. 
Axnul. holdeth that this tale aroſe by reaſon of 
a noble whore called Theodora.; but 1 think ſome 
ater» ſytephantiſing . paraſites, of the emperor, 
invented this ory.ta diſcredit the pa papal ſeat : 
I know not but that Genebrard may = as au- 
ibentic as Avenimus,: mY he ſpent f ten e 
years upon his chron 


Besides, Fain og 229 low. v that Jule who was 


firſt biſnop of Bononia, then. of RANG 12 
laſtly of Rome, came to thoſe .biſhopricks,b 


.fneans af Theodora ; a account,. ( pro 2 | 


nul Barons que. ollions her er he Was 2 Pope 
r dt, and terms; bim I times Hfeudqpog- 


tifex, and Anti- papa, a falſe. Pope, and Anti- 


Pope, 9 ſbmetimes. an intruder and an . 
of the apoſtolical chair; yet 1 ny; pm He 
v Jann g che IXth, but John the Kth: 

_ the IX th took no indirect courſes to gain af 


4utally, as the ſaid | Cardinal, reports: but 

— bee This 170 an TW nde - 
e years age in the arch-biſt prick F 

Abel at Wel. fact Aaronius ſtands 205 


1. Annal. Lat 325 * biafath latte eee Fo 50 gry | 


f Annal. . nam: 24. 


num 2. U Annal. Fu: en. 1. 
+ Frodoard Hik. Rhein. 5 © Mane e 
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papacy, but laufully and honeſtly, 40 0 d 1 


ep i * And 
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and could not forbear ſaying, That there was 

« never a filthier fellow than this.“ This en- 
tered with infamy and died featfully ; this was 
ſtifled with a pillow, by the procurement of one 
as famous for W as ee d tr 


ſerved wan: - ©: 
Now ſuppoſe Ya was Join the IX th. if bis 


1 carriage with Theodora gave occaſion _ : 


the report of a woman Pope, why was it not 
recorded, 'as happening in his time, but above 
forty years before his time; John the I.Xth was 
conſtituted Pope in the year 901, yet this Story 
is recorded as happening about the year 8343 to 
this the Romaniſts reply, that this came to paſs 
by the ſubtlety of the reporters; for ſay a they, 
en the year 800, the Empreſs, who in a man- 
ner ruled all the world, was called Theodora. 
Now theſe trifling tale-tellers (to uſe their own 
words) hearing of a Pope Joan in Theodora's 
time, chopt it into. the time 'of Theodora the 
— Empreſs, who lived about thirty e before 
MMeodora the harlot. 
I do think this rather argues implicit hag | 
ſubtlety in the reporters; for Cui bono, whether 
it happened in the one or the other Theodora's 
time? But it carries no colour of truth with it; 
for Theodora the Empreſs never carried any 
ſway in Rome at all. At Conſtantinople for'a 
while, in the time of her ſon's minority, ſhe had 
great power; F but in Pope Foan's time' ſhe 
'was turned 'out of office, or diveſted of that 
power ſhe had aſſumed in Conſtantinople; nay, 
ſhe was depoſed of her regency, and thruſt into 
' . © Florimond.. cap. I» num. 8. 1 Baron. nl. | 


Tem. 10. ad an. 
7 2 5 a mos 
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+ & monaſtery, where the was detained till the ex- 
piration of hertite;: 2 He ee 
Now, ſince this fallacy will ſtand them in no 
ſtead, they imagine this tale, as they call it, 
aroſe from John the VIIIth; for John the VIIIth, 
fay they, behaved himſelf not like a man to Pho-. 
tius Patriarch of Conſtantinople, but ſheepiſhly and 
like a woman; for he received Photius into com- 
munion, who was excommunicated by his pre- 
deceſſors. Johx the VIIIth ſuffered himſelf to 
be overcome by half a man, whereupon, in re- 
proach, he was called, not Papa ſed Papiſſa: 
and this they father on Baronzus, of which he 
writes in his annals; but how juſtly let any judge, 
ſince he is one of thoſe who affirm that the ru- 
mour of the church of Con/tantinople's overſight, 
in ſuffering a woman to creep in to be patriarch, 
. occaſioned this tale againſt Rome; according to 
his own words, ſaith Baronius in his annal 
* who is ſo ignorant, that underſtands not that 
© what was reported of Conſtantinople, the ſame 
ce was turned by ſchiſmatics as ſpoken againſt 
With what honeſty. can he affirm. both, ſince = 
* he acknowledges if there had been but ſome 
flying tale of any ſuch accident at Rome in for- 
mer days, Pope Leo ſhould firſt have cleared it, 
before he had charged the church of hee ee 
nogle with the like. And was there not ſuch a 
flying report of a woman Pope before Leo the 
IXth's time, in Baronius's time ? How then did 
John the VILIth occaſion ſuch a report who'lived 


a hundred and forty years before Lo. 
.  '® Annal, Tom. 10. ad annyp 853. num. 66. 
F 2 | Many 
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anſwer, but that I think I have produced enougli 
already, to convihee any; unbiaſſed perfon of the 
reality and the truth of this ſfory, that there 


was a Pope Joan. But ſuppoſe this ſfoty to be 


zue, what prejudice” is this to the eurch of 
Rome? Yes, very much; for if fhe was Pope, 
then it will neceffarily follow, that the Römun 
- Church was once headleſs; for the church, àc- 


cording to * Bellarmin, is defined to be à com? 


pany of Chriſtian-men profefſing one faith,” un- 
der one head, to wit, the Pope; but the, how- 
ever ſhe carried the name of Pope, Was no ge- 
riuine Pope; F for à woman is not capable of 


Holy Orders; whetefore à woman cannot play | 
the Pope; thetefore all the time of Pope a, 


che Roman Church was witibiit's head. 


kite Papiſts ackndyledge this for a great in- 


fence, that the Ehutch ſhould want a true 

iead for the time; but that is not ſo great a 

mater cry they; for ſo ſhe doth when any Pope 
1 


Wbat a pitiful caſe is the church in then? Since 
Chrilts time above 250 Popes, and by conſez 
quence, then the church bath been headlefs 250 
times; yea, and ſometimes between the death 


bf one Pope, and the choofing of another, there 


have paſſed many days, many months, and ſore 
S ELITE DT 3 id at 2 reer tri $3344 9p * 
years, as you may read in hiſtory, and Particu- 

_ larly Bodin, that after Felix, ſonietinies duke of 


8 
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es her 
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ow, ik the church be headleſs, w 


\ 


avoy, St. Peter's chair ſtood ery thn year. 
TEE, 


ere! 


* Bellar. Iib. 3. de Eccleſia, cap. 2. 1 Rhem. 
2nnot. in 1 C. xi h 
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TNT hold that oe is head 9 the 
d chat it is 1 to ſalyation to 
ac ee him the peas but. ſo did not St, 


| Auſtin. ... The. Foie 5 1 at in a true church, 
415 ;biſh: ſhop muſt * ſucceed another, or 


be 18 9 pa; þ 1 10 did not St. fo in, for 


b 2 
of Rom es ſeat; 96 19,0 yet Tel ves 12 that was 
905 rejudicial to 735 's:Church.. Tat the Papiſt 
| m,himſelf in Le wig kg the Popes 
headſhip. 200 ſucqeſſi avs 10 uftin's Jod 
ment, and then he jr 1 in this ca : 
of. Pope. 2 that chic 8 t. duſt ſaid in the 
| 0 ber Cent. br ag bad not Prejucgd 38 
_ Churc 

Now if it Tus — that! here was a Pope Sag, | 
the Church of Rome muſt be diſcarded as. not 
church; for thus I argue, that is no trac churc 
which cannot give in plain authenticaf writing, 
D the lawful, orderly, entire, (without anz; breach 


Auliu. Epift. 165. * cxjuſta aboard. = 
3 


and 


194 
0 4 * 
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and ſound fincere ſucceffion of biſhops ; but 
| Your church if Foan was Pope, cannot give in 
plain authentical writing, the lawful, orderly, 
entire, &c, For by reaſon of her, Benedif the 
IIId could not orderly ſucceed Leo the IVth, 
for ſhe was a bar to his ſucceſſion ; by her a 
breach was made in the rank of Popes; and as 
ſhe was a notorious whore, ſo ſhe was no fool; 
as ſhe ſhamefully baffled the doctors with her 
learning, ſo ſhe out-witted them with her policy, 
and fat in that ſeat which properly belonged to 
wen, to the confuſion of the Romiſh Church, 
and perpetual infamy of her clergy. 
Laſtly, if it be granted there was ſuch a Pope, 
then Popiſh Prieſts may well doubt of the law- 
| fulneſs of their miſhon, and Lay- Prieſts of the 
ſufficiency of their abfolutions which the prieſts ' 
give them on auricular confeſſion, and of the 
truth of the real preſence and tranſubſtantia- 
tion. For unleſs the Popiſſr Prieſts be admit- 
ted by a lawful biſhop, their prieſthood is infig- 
nificant and of no effe&t: unleſs La Papifls 
be abſolved by a lawful prieſt,” their abſolution 
is nothing worth; and I unleſs the words of 
conſecration be uttered by a lawful prieſt, intent. 
upon his huſineſs, there follows no ſubſtantial 
change in the creatures of bread and wine. 
Now how can the prieſts ſay they were indufted 
by lawful biſhops, or the layman abſolved'by + 
lawful prieſts, or maſſes faid by them, ſeeing 
ve — (as I ſaid before) that Pope Joan gave 
orders, Pope Joan made deacons, prieſts, hi- 


Tolet. ſumms Caſyum Conſcientiz, lib. 1. cap. 1 
+ Concil Trident Seſſ. 14. Can, 10. 1 Beſlar. I. 4. 
de Eucha. cap. 6. | 4 7 


hops, 
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His, and. ahbovs fg 
ſuppoſed, that the priells of 
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iin die ſhavelings...- Wee mn c: 
graded them all, and | 


himſelf, and. gays nought to me: but fo did not 
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Monk of (bat ſame woche, of Faid, where 


the ack Joon 7 her èdnca hg mig ht be 
tempt through vain-glory, as pl think | 
it for the credit of een, : 21 7 
8. r ; 1 addon t; 55 » „10. 
+ Geoffr riſeghenſs, g gran obe. 


| „ Got ridus Piterbienfs, e to the | 
| 0 court, 1188. 0d. 
| Meartinus Polonus, gene 05 en 
and. penitentiar to Pops "Innocent 1290. 1111 
Fobhannts . 27 . Se e, A 
6. 5 Biſhop Ber 2 willo, 1359 o 115, 
ee of Aged "in ' Chefhirk, tied. 


47. 125 ollen, the famous (choolman, 
f father of the Vominaliſts, died 1847 143 * 
UW Antoninus, arc! biſtinp 2 
5 afterwards canonized by Adrian VI. 
12. The ingenious J. Boreace, 1996, in | his | 
S book of illuſtrious women. 
13. Francis Petrarch, that witty Florentine, - 
canon of the Church of Padua, 1374. Lib. de 
Pontif, & Imp. 50 
Wh Ros heodoric, a Mem, in his Privileges and 
Rights of the Empire, 1414. 5 
38. Matth. Palmerius, reckoned by Trithee . 
mius amongſt the famous men of the council of 
Florence, in his Chronicle down to 1449. 
16, William Brevin, 1470, who likewiſe men- 
tions the ſubſequent expedition of: the e 1 


1 


Here. 
17. Roderi ic Sanchez, biſhop. and governor of 
the caſtle of St. t. Angelo I 06 | 412 
18. Platina e 


1 ä 1. Bl. 


"2? "0.x ar 29 N 7 
ee 


_ | 
3 
| WT 3 a Ainorite ditto... r 
22. Bergomas an Augaſtine friar, their con- 
temporary; in his Sopplem.. Chron, 1, i, & de 
- Claris Mulleribus, L. 143. 
2g. Harimammus Schears Noriwbergenfe, 5 ; 
ſician at Padua. Series of Dopes.: 2 4 
24. Cocetys. Vabellicus. 112 By 
25. Naucherus, Provoſt of 8 15 
1 Runbaal Voloterrauus, 1 303. Ant op. 
22, * — 2771 
25. Johamnes Lutidus, Chron, 1510. SHES 
28. Stella, a ws 5x6 preßt an. his Lives of; 


„ e a N e in his 
Prompinary of the Councils, publiſhed. 5 
2 Dare dean of ann: in his bs Me 

tropol. l. 2. : 
=: Yohanves Mantuan, General of "the 0 ar. 
melite Friars; 1 513. 95 | 
32. The moſt ed van, 1 
Abbot of Spanbeim, 1319. 
33. Johannes Tm. 'F 520, ig Ep 
Hiſt. c. . 3 
434. U briftianus Maffeut, prieſt of the er 
of St. Jerome, in Gbent. 
b 35. Cælius "Rhodiginus, in Antiquy Lell. 
I c. i.. 
36. Jobannes Epi re, Chemenſo, Onus Ec⸗ 
cleſiæ, c. 19. 
37. Nicholaas. Heils, beam to the 


r king. > « Ha 
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8 


. © 


we ay - 


B 5 - p 
„ 


0 THE LIFE nn pern 


38. Henry Cornelius Agrippa, Knt. Doftor 
o* Laws, a Judge in the Imperial Court, and: 
much; praiſed by Pope Les X. Ep. 88. See Ts 
Vanity of Sciences, c. 26. 

- Annals of. Aquitain, Part a: 
3 40. Jobannes Ra viſius Textor, 1 5 30. on. 
cina. Tit. Fœm. habit. viril. mentit̃æ . 
„4 F. Amandus Feen, Chron.  dntwerg, 
1534. 1 
15 78 Achilles Firalanus Gaſſarus,- an eminent 
phy fie ician, 1536. Epitom. Hiſt. I 
43. Leander Albertus, a Domirican, 1 1650. in 


his Deſcript. of Italy. 
44. Marcus e 8 Chronicle, publiſhed 


by. permiſſion, 1553. 

45. Petrus Mexias, a Spaniſh Knight, about 
the lame time, in his Diverſ. Led. p. 1. c. 6. 

46. Alphonſus d Cuſtro, a Minorite Friar, fa. 
mous amongſt the divines at the Trent Conven- 
ticle, in his ad B. of the Jon TOR of 
Heretieks. 
| 47- Johannes Nees Magus, bis continuation 

| of Bade of the Six Ages. 

48. Dominicus à Solo, Confeſſor to ö Charles V.. 
and Prefident at the Univerſuy of Salamanca, 
died 1560, % „%%% 

49. Richard Weſebwe, Archidiac. Ecclef. 
Virdun. 1570. Antiq. Belg. 1. 3. 

50. Bartholomew Carranza, Archbiſhop af 
Toledo, 1575, next in dignity. to the Toes! 
Sunny Seil. a 

51. Jobn 2 arcagnets,. in-his * „ 

52. Bernardus Giraldus Hallanius, Hiſt. 
Franc. 1590. 3 


53. . Belloius in Med. Abuſ. 1586. 
> | 5 4+ Nico- 


” 16 *2d#x 2 * . = 


"86" Nitolaus Dolionus, "1 1610. 6: Agg. 1 5 
55 
4 55. \Stephanas"Pofebafit, Pig, Franc. 1 : 
3 C.'4.&1. 6. F 5 
56. " Johannes annonius, oa g's 
i Epiſcopus, in his Epigram on 'ope Paul me 
1 n 5 
57. en, in his Epigram on knoten the 
VIII. : 
5 Marcorville, De Vnup. & laudibus 
Feem. oi" 
59. We have the teſtimony of dee whole + 
Univerſities, as famed as any in the world; Ox-" 
ford, Paris, and Prague, in their Epiſtle: di- 
rected to all at Rome, Prey 4 Halderieus 
Hutton, 152. 
60. Cbronicon Saxinie, cited i in the Centuries: 
of Magdeburgh,” | - 
61. Chronicon Cbronicorum, Quoted ef 
62. Valerius Anſelmus Rid, 2 Biſhop 
63. Conſtantius Phrygio, Jebel. 
64. Liber ee 2 illelmi Monachi, 
65. J. Ba - atus . I. c. 
In all theſe rhe Latin Communion, might 


5 — * 
* 


be added ſome "of the Greet Church; as Bar- 


laam, of the order of St. Bajil, 1309, in wy 
B. de primatu Papæ; and,. 5 
Lonicus Cbalcocondylas, an Athenian, I 460, de 
rebus Tureicis, J. 0:* | 
Thus is the truth and ee of thin fac, | 
amply confirmed by the atteſtation of the moſt 
learned writers of ſeveral -diſtint and remote 
nations, Ialians, Spaniards, French, Germans, 
Polanders, Scotch, Engliſh, and all genuine ſons 
48 of the Church of Rome, Not one Proteſtant 
among 
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g them. Men whe lived in ferent 
ages. and moſt or fie before By 1505 ern con 
troverſigg eame into diſpute... 

What fuller evidence, may. it yell be alked, 
can. palbbly be Fame for any matter of fact. 
after the interval of above nine hundred years? 
Where ſhall we find a more numerous OF con- 
current teſtimony for any occurrence of anti- 

quity ? Upon what grounds will he expeU to be 
ite Mioben 1 N not believe ſuch a 
cloud witneſſes? Muſt i it not now be a capr 
tous arrgganey 10 gueſtion_it? Or gan, Fd 
_ thing. beni J e W ens n nr 
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HE. Bai iſs hehe Ter re 100 you 
inder 1 5 death 0 this apt { ter 
1 damnation i in the next, to believe) that 
as ſoon as the Prieſt, in adminiſtering, the Sa-: 

aw jp of the Euchariſt, has propounced, ch | 
word ds of e the 5 is turned, i inio 
the 5 body. of Chri ut and th 11 wine into 

0 h 


Blood, pd Jeſus Chriſt is there corporally, 
and his whole . body (fleſh; blosd, and bones, 
155 of the Virgin ä ary) received into the 


mouth of each communicant, under the. acci- 
dents of bread and wine. To this I anſwer, 4 
I. In holy Scripture there i is no 2 ch thing 
tau ht. It is true, there is a 1 phraſe, 
is. 15 m body ; but ſimilar expreftions 

find made uſe of in the Sacraments of he on 
Lay : ' This. is my covenant, Gen. xvii. 1 5 
is the Lord's pi, Exod, XI. 4 Lew 21. 5 roc 
| was Chriſt, or. x. 4. Which yet no man ever 
received * ſuch a tric literal ſenſe or « am- : 
ed that there was a converhon of one ſubltar 2 
ue andther. . 
11. Our Creed alfirins Chriſt” io. be in bes- 
3th, and that theiice we are to Expett his com- 
ate” he ſhall * to judge the quick 


and 


þ ; 
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and the dead; and the Scriptures declare, that 

the heaven of heavens muſt contain him till that 

day; therefore his corporeal preſence. here 
daily on earth, is no part of our faith, but con- | 
trary thereto. 7 1872 » 
III. It is abſurd and againſt reaſon for a true 

body, and continued quantity. to be in two 

places, yea, in a thouſand at once: that Chrift 
ſhould hold his whole ſe in his own hgnds, and 

yet his whole body at the ſame time be in the 


# 4 
* 


mouth of every one of his diſcip le. 

IV. The angel's reaſon to Mary, Matt. xxviii. 
6. confutes this groſs opinion; for he ſaid to 
her, when ſhe, with the other Mary came to 
ſeek Chriſt in the ſepulchre, He is not here, rox 
he is riſen ; that is, he is not, he cannot be in 
this place, BEcAusE he is elſewhere in another; 

'. fo that if Chriſt's body could have been in two 
places at once, the angel's argument had been 
of no force; but this was angelical logick, and 
the contrary is falſe and diabolical, denying 
our Saviour's humanity, and repreſenting his 
body as not a true body, which is blaſphemy. 
V. This opinion is againſt all our ſenſes : 
we neither ſee, feel, nor taſte fleſh and blood. 
Whenever God vouchſafes to work a miracle, 
by turning one ſubſtance into another, the con- 
verſion is evident to the ſenſes. Moſes's ſtaff 
became a ſerpent, duſt lice, the water was made 
blood; amongſt - the , Egyptians, but all theſe: 
tranſmutations were evident to the ſenſes; and 
when our Lord changed water into wine, it had 
the colour, fragrancy, and taſte of wine, inſo- 

much that the gueſts could diſcern by dae $6: 
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dates, that it was better wine than What da 
drank before. 

VI. The body of Chriſt, as a true body, is 
diſcernible by ſenſe to be a true body het 
ever it is; therefore when his diſciples. doubted 
at his appearing, be ſaid, Luke xxiv. 39. It is 1 
myſelf; and to prove this, bids them uſe their 
ſenſes, ſaying, Handle me and ſee; that ſo. they, 

might diſcern his true body, eſh and bones: 
and ſo, by parity of reaſon, might it be ſaid to 
be diſcernible in the Sacrament, were Chriſt 
there corporally preſent. | ,_ 

VII. It deſtroys the nature of a n 
that the en, ſhould be the thing ſignified, and 
thwarts the, expreſs words of the inſtitution,— 
Do this in remembrance. of me; for we cannot 
be ſaid to do a thing in remembrance. of one, 
when the party is bodily preſent, . - | 

VIII. This doctrine of the Roman: 5 hath 
been witnefled againſt by a noble army of mar- 
Zyrs ; but let them ſhew any one on their. ſide 
that ever ſuffered for it. The truth is, it was 
never heard of in the Church for many centuries, 
but was invented by idle ſchoolmen not above 
ſeyen hundred years, ago, and has been ſince 
foſtered and promoted as it tends. to magnify 
the prieſthood, and conciliates their maſs-mon- 
gers a great eſteem and veneration amongſt the 
people, whereby ſuck they no ſmall advantage. 
IX. As this opinion of our adverſaries is to 
be oppoſed. for its /al/hood, and abhorred for. 
the bloody cruelty, which, for the upholding it, 
hath. been, committed upon many hundred thou- 
ſands of, God's ſaints, ſo, moſt of all is it to be 
e for the grols idolatry thereby commit- 

ted, 
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ted, in adoring even a piece of bread inſtead 
of Chriſt himſelf, as is their daily practice: 
Thus it appears, that this great darling doc- 
trine of the Roman Church is againſt Scripture, 
.againſt the Creed, againſt Reafon, againſt Senſe, 
repugnant to the nature of a Sacrament, teſti- 
fied againſt by the blood of martyrs, an, upſtart 
chimera, politickly contrived; maintained by 
diabolical cruelty, and the direct cauſe of dam- 
nable idolatry. He that well conſiders this, and 
has any ſenſe of a God, of religion, and of & 
future ſtate, let him believe Tranfübſtantiation, 
hat is, let him 2e 4 Papiſt if he dare. 
But as the Romani/ts are ever deſirous of 
availing themſelves of the ſmalleſt ſemblance 
| of a miracle, in order to juſtify their innova- 
tions, it may not be altogether foreign to the 
preſent purpoſe, to lay before the reader a moſt 
memorable teſtimony of God on the behalf of 
his truth relative to the ſubjett in hand, as ft 
may be found related by that faithful miniſter 
of Chriſt, Monſieur Pineton, a gteat and long 
ſufferer under the Papal Tyranny, in the Prin- 
e een be g a 
This learned Gentleman, having related the 
deplorabſe ravages made on the lubjees of the 
Prince of Orange, by the arms of France, which 
at length advanced to the total ſuppreſſion of 
the exerciſe of the Reformed Religion in that 
principality ; he goes on, in his book entitled. 
Tes Larmes de facques Pintton de Chambrün, 
. 5 10. in theſe words: Je fervir tort au pub. 
lic, &c. In Engl thus—* And here 1 thould 
*. do wrong to the publick, if T ſhould omit one 
2 paſſage» which deſerves to be tranflated' to 
1 Fe « poſterity, - 
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n poſterity. One of the fore: mentioned Gen- 
e tlemen (the Jeſuits) preaching on the octave 
* of their holy Sacrament, in the year 1678, 
&© challenged me in his pulpit to make anſwer | 
« to the arguments which he then produced, to | 
« prove the real preſence of Chriſt's body, and 
© to juſtify the adoration of the Sacrament. | 
There was one who gave me an exact re-  - "ml 
dc lation of all that he advanced: but I made (+ 
light of it for ſome time, and had no thoughts 
« of making him any reply ; contenting myſelf 
* to give ſatisfaction to ſuch as made any re- 
« port of his ſermon. But at laſt, ſeeing that 
* he provoked one from day to day, and that 
«© my people deſired with paſſion that I ſhould 
* return him an anſwer; I undettook one 
« Lord's day, in the evening exerciſe; to refute 
c all the ſermons which he had made on that 
« fubje&t. 1 preached above four hours, not 
«< only in the preſence of my uſual congrega- 
« tion, but of many ſtrangers who came to take 
© cognizance of this refutation. I may ſay that 
* J put him into a furious diſorder, by unfold- 
« ing his falſe reaſonings, and falſe: quotations, 
« I overwhelmed him with paſſages of the Fa- 
« thers, about whom he had made ſuch oſten- 
c tation. So that going from my ſermon, he 
“ fell to tearing of his hair, and ſaid to a gen- 
« tleman of the Roman Communion now liv- 
_« ing, whoſe name is Villeneuf, Alas ! I know 
* not. where I am. Good God ! how ſhall I be 
e able to anſwer ſo many quotations ?.2\ 074 
Indeed, he took ſufficient care not to at- 
* tempt to follow me; but contented himſelf. 
b make divers exclamations in bis pulpit, 
5 . „ about 
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about my affirming that the adoration of the 


cc 


* 


if fall upon ns, as Elijah did upon the priefts of 


« (c 
«c 


«c 


Sacrament was an idolatrous worſhip. ' And 


© he believed that he might ſomewhat extricate 
- himſelf from this affair by his prophetick 


apoſtrophe, which 1 give you in his own 


t words. 


« Great: God, why 2 you your EY ENS: the 


moſt auguſt and moſt holy to be treated as idola- 


 trous ? Tf it be true (as theſe miniſters accuſe 


us) that we are. idolaters, and that the prieſts 
are impoſtors, when they ſay that they daily ſa- 


** :crifice the body of your well. beloved Son; where 


are your thunders, where are your thunder-bott 
to cruſh theſe idolaters & 


„ And in the ſequel, turning e to- 
wards the altar where the Hoſt was expoſed, 
he continued his apoſtrophe in theſe words: 
Fea, my Saviour ! I addreſs -myſelf unto you, to 


demand o/ you, that you judge our. cauſe by 
ſome: miracle: I we are idolaters in adoring 
your holy Sacrament, make the fire of. heaven to 


Baal. LRUNDERSTRIKE OUR ALTARS, and 


<<, then yon will undeceiue us, and perfuade us in- 


deed, by ſuch a judgment, that we are idolaters. 
& Tt was preciſely on the nineteenth, of Fune, 
1678, that he pronounced this imprecation: 


and juſt. ten days after, namely, on the twen- 
ty-ninth of the ſame. month, being the feaſt 
of St. Peter and St. Paul, being then upon 


Wedneſday, about nine in the morning, God 
manifeſted the miracle which this Jeſuit had 


demanded. The heavens grew dark by rea- 
c ſon of chick clouds, flaſhes of lightning ſhone 
in all parts, thang roared with2a very ex- 
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traordinary noiſe; and there was one ſtrange | 
thunder-clap, whoſe ſhock fell juſt by that 


great altar towards which the Jeſuit had di- 


refted his apoſtrophe, and where the Canon 


Caulet then cElebrated maſs. The clap of 
thunder threw him down upon his back ; it 


tore up ſeveral ſtones of the vault ; and paſ- 


ſing into the firſt chapel, which is on the left 
hand of the choir, . the cloth of the 
altar to powder, where one celebrated the 
maſs alſo at the ſame time. The lady de la 
Piſa, who was on her knees, was much hurt 


with it, and all covered with duſt, with many 


other perſons. They carried the ſaid lady 
half dead to her houſe, where ſhe was ſpeedily 
blooded ; and the thunderbolt which was the 
cauſe of all this diſorder, going-forth through 
a window of the church, faſtened to the 
tower, where they laboured till the evening 
to extinguiſh the fire which it had kindled. 

« BeroLD here a very poſitive matter of 
fact, known throughout the principality of 
Orange, and all the neighbouring places there- 
about ; which ought to bring all ſober Ro- 
man Catholicks to a ſerious conſideration of 
the matter.” Eg ils t 
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